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Glossary 

Cocos nucifera Coconut palm species used in commercial production. 

Lauric Acid A chemical found in the form of glycerides. It is a constituent of coconut oil important to 
pharmaceuticals. 

Copra Coconut product form 
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Section 1 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

1.1 THE COCONUT PALM – MULTI-FUNCTIONAL ROLE & MULTI 

PRODUCT  

 

The coconut palm Cocos nucifera is widely distributed throughout Asia, Africa, Latin America 

and the Caribbean and the Pacific Region. Its center of origin is still under debate. However, its 

name was recorded in Sanskrit in early history. Cocos means "spectre goblin" or "grinning face" 

and Nucifera means "bearing nuts". 

 

Multi-Functional Role : The Coconut Palm serves a Multi-Functional Role in the developing 

World where it is commonly grown, particularly in East Asia and the Caribbean. At Cottage 

Scale, products from the Coconut Palm make an important contribution to food security. At the 

industrial level, the Coconut Industry is an important source of employment and rural incomes, 

although the status of the industry in the Caribbean has declined in recent years. The Industry is 

also noted for its Multifunctional role. Given their affinity for establishment along coastal areas, 

coconut groves along the coast serve to prevent coastal erosion while providing alluring 

landscapes that attract tourists and locals, alike. Beyond the coastline, the Coconut Palm is very 

popular in the Caribbean for landscaping and home beautification.  

 

Multi-Products:  Products from the Coconut Palm include fresh green and dry nuts, copra, 

coconut oil, Coconut Juice, Coconut Juice with Pulp, Coconut Juice with Jelly Marinated in brine, 

salt or soy sauce, and in UHT and Pasteurized forms. 

 

One of the major uses of coconut is for the production of seed oil, some of which is consumed as 

food while a significant amount goes into the oleochemical industry. The coconut kernel is used 

for other primary and intermediary products – copra, desiccated coconuts, coconut milk and 

cream, coconut juice, coconut water and vinegar, coconut jam and coconut yogurt. Additionally, 

the shell is used for various fibre, charcoals and other products not yet fully commercialized. In 
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more recent time the escalating price of petroleum-based fuel has brought about a renewed 

interest in the use of coconut oil for conversion into biofuel. 

 

 

1.2  SCOPE OF THE ANALYSIS 

 

The Scope of this Market Review is limited to a consideration of the main commercial 

products from the fruit, namely Coconut Oil and use as a fruit / beverage.   In this review of 

the global market for ‘coconuts’, the focus is first placed on its major use as seed oil within the 

“oils and fats” category followed by an examination / analysis of other minor and varied uses for 

coconut. Some of the limiting factors from a Regional context are also highlighted.  

 

The analysis begins with a look at the size of the global trade in edible / vegetable / seed oil, its 

market share (edible and industrial uses) as well as sources of seed oil. Although oils come from 

different sources, in many applications they are freely substituted. Because of the high 

substitutability, the quantities which are allocated to a particular use may be finally determined by 

its relative prices at the time of market transaction. That is, as far as interchangeability allows, 

relative prices in the marketplace will lead to substitution of higher-priced oils by cheaper oils.  

 

It is well known that higher prices in the oil market provide a pull for increased production while 

falling prices have the reverse effect, more so with the annuals’ such as soybean. In the case of 

Caribbean suppliers, oils are produced from the perennial coconut palm, and as such, domestic 

producers are unable to react quickly to changes in market prices, but rather to long term trends. 

Additionally, given the relatively small quantities of oil supplied by Caribbean producers on the 

global market, the potential impact on this trade is not expected to be significant 

 

 

1.3 PRODUCT ATTRIBUTES AND CLASSIFICATION  

 

Seed Vegetable Oil includes coconut, soybean, groundnut, oil palm, castor and sesame. Large 

quantities of oil are also produced from corn and canola. Seed oil (including coconut oil) is used 

as a primary input into manufacturing various food and non-food uses. In the case of food, it goes 

directly into household consumption as cooking oil as well as margarines, butters and other fats. 
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In the case of non-foods, saponification of oils and fats is the most widely used soap making 

process and represents a major activity / end-products1. Other industrial uses include lubricants, 

pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and now the increasingly important biofuels.  

 

In the Caribbean, oil from coconuts has been used primarily for (i) direct household (food) 

consumption and (ii) for industrial / soap making processes. Other uses from coconut include 

fiber-making, mosquito coils and as inputs into the manufacturing of livestock feed.  

 

 

1.4 RECENT TRENDS IN THE INDUSTRY  

 

Within recent years, other vegetable oils have entered the market competing with the coconuts. 

Other factors impacting negatively on the Regional Coconut Industry include higher incidences of 

diseases, abandonment of plantations as well as losses due to hurricanes. Soybean oil is 

increasingly being consumed in the Region much to the demise of the edible coconut oil market. 

This scenario we believe is due to several factors: (i) competition from imported oils; (ii) shortage 

of supplies from indigenous suppliers; (iii) perceived health risks from the consumption of 

coconut oil; and (iv) the adoption of a pricing system in which soybean meal has become a major 

input in livestock feed formulation, thus making soybean oil a residual product.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Source: The SDA : Soap and Detergent Association < http://www.cleaning101.com/cleaning/chemistry/ > 
How Soaps are Made 
 
Saponification of fats and oils is the most widely used soapmaking process. This method involves heating fats and oils and reacting 
them with a liquid alkali to produce soap and water (neat soap) plus glycerine. The common alkalis used in soapmaking are sodium 
hydroxide (NaOH), also called caustic soda; and potassium hydroxide (KOH), also called caustic potash. 
The other major soapmaking process is the neutralization of fatty acids with an alkali. Fats and oils are hydrolyzed (split) with a high-
pressure steam to yield crude fatty acids and glycerine. The fatty acids are then purified by distillation and neutralized with an alkali to 
produce soap and water (neat soap). 
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Section 2  

 THE WORLD VEGETABLE OIL MARKET 
 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

Vegetable oils are obtained from seeds (e.g. soybean, rapeseed and sunflower seed) or from the 

soft fleshy part of certain fruits (e.g. coconut, palm and olive). There are also four “oils and fats” 

of animal origin: butter, lard, tallow and fish oil. Recovery of the oil is usually done as close as 

possible to the point of production. However, increasingly the seeds are being transported and 

crushed in other countries, especially where important residual meals are obtained. Thus, the seed 

oil producing countries may be different from oil seed producing countries. 

 

2.1 OILS AND FATS UTILIZATION 
 

A review of various databases shows that an estimated 80% of the oils and fats came from 

vegetable uses and 20% from animal fat sources. Further, in terms of utilization, an estimated 

47% of the oils and fats produced are used for human consumption, 16% for animal feed and 37% 

in the oleochemical industry mainly for the production of surface active compounds. 

Exports/imports of oils and fats represent an estimated 31-32% of total production (1999/00 

estimates)2.  

Figure 2.1: Estimates of  World Utilization of Oils and Fats
(Vegetable and Animal) in 2000

Human Food
47%

Oleochemical 
Industry

37%

Animal feeds
16%

 

                                                 
2 Source: Oils and Fats in the marketplace http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 
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Source: http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 

 

World production of oils and fats is dominated by four commodities: soybean, palm, rape/canola 

and sunflower, produced largely in differing geographical regions (1996-2000 av). Next in order 

of importance are the animal fats: tallow, lard and butter.  

 

2.2 WORLD OILSEED PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

 

In 1999-2000, global oilseed production (298 mn tonnes) was dominated by soybeans (156 mn 

tonnes or 52.4% of world oilseed production) produced mainly in the USA (82 mn tonnes), China 

(43 mn tonnes), Brazil (33 mn tonnes) and Argentina (28 mn tonnes)3 (Figure 2.2). Other oilseeds 

with significant production in 1999/00 were rapeseed/canola (42 mn tonnes, grown mainly in EU-

15, China, Canada and India), cottonseed (34 mn tonnes, grown mainly in China, USA, India, 

Pakistan and ex-USSR), sunflower (27 mn tonnes, grown mainly in ex-USSR, Argentina, East 

Europe and EU-15) and groundnut (21 mn tonnes, grown mainly in China, India, Nigeria and 

USA)4. 

 

Global oilseed production in 2004/05 was forecasted to increase by more than 12% to 385 mn 

MT from 343 mn tonnes in the previous season. Close to 90% of the growth in oilseed is 

expected to come from soybeans. 

 

 

                                                 
3 Source: Oils and Fats in the marketplace http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 
4 Source: ibid 
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Figure 2.2: World Oil Seed Production in 1999/2000
 Volume (Million Tonnes) and Share (%)

Soybeans
156.0
55%

Sunflower
27.0
10%

Groundnut
21.0
8%

Cottonseed
34.0
12%

Rapeseed/canola
42.0
15%

 
Source: http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 

 
 

According to USDA data, an estimated 19% of oilseeds produced globally, entered world trade in 

2004/05. During that year, oilseed trade remains dominated by soybeans. Export was estimated at 

86% of all oil seed traded. During that period, global soybean production was estimated at 224.14 

mn tonnes of which 62.4 mn tonnes or 28% entered the export trade (see Figure 2.3 and Table 

2.15).  In the case of rapeseed/canola 62.4 mn tonnes were produced of which 13% entered world 

trade. 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
5 Data Source: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/data-sets/crops/89002/tab46.xls 
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Figure 2.3: World Oilseed Production, Adsorption and Export 2004/05 (Mn Tonnes) Data 
Source: USDA 
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Table 2.1: World Oilseed Supply and Distribution, 2000/01-2004/05 Mn tonnes 

Item 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04  1/ 2004/05  2/ 
Production      

  Soybeans 175.93 185.12 197.12 188.81 224.14 
  Cottonseed 33.51 36.61 32.87 35.54 44.18 
  Peanuts 31.40 33.81 30.54 32.49 34.47 
  Sunflower seed 23.18 21.37 23.95 26.49 25.41 
  Rapeseed 37.41 36.03 32.45 39.32 43.85 
  Copra 5.77 5.21 5.11 5.33 5.48 
  Palm kernel 7.04 7.20 7.64 8.34 8.81 

Total 314.23 325.36 329.67 336.32 386.34 
Exports      

  Soybeans 53.79 53.62 61.71 55.59 62.41 
  Cottonseed 1.29 0.98 0.75 0.93 1.00 
  Peanuts 1.79 1.93 1.85 1.74 1.86 
  Sunflower seed 2.59 1.29 1.81 2.75 1.84 
  Rapeseed 7.18 4.93 4.12 5.48 5.48 
  Copra 0.14 0.14 0.12 0.12 0.12 
  Palm kernel 0.05 0.08 0.08 0.06 0.07 

Total 66.83 62.96 70.44 66.67 72.77 
1/ Preliminary.  2/ Forecast. 

Source:  Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA.Source: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/data-sets/crops/89002/tab46.xls 

 

 

2.3 SEED OIL PRODUCTION 

 

According to USDA estimates, major vegetable oils supply was estimated at 106.82 mn tonnes 

in 2004/05. This production was dominated by the "big four" commodity oils - soybean at 32.17 

mn tonnes, palm oil at 31.08 mn tonnes, rapeseed/canola at 15.20 mn tonnes and sunflower 8.86  

mn tonnes (see Table 2.2). 

 

Table 2.2: World Vegetable Oils Supply 2000/01-2004/05 Mn Tonnes 
  2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 1/ 2004/05 2/ 

Production      
  Soybean 26.72 28.84 30.31 30.02 32.17 
  Palm 24.30 25.44 27.28 29.17 31.08 
  Sunflower seed 8.46 7.48 8.17 9.17 8.86 
  Rapeseed 13.33 12.92 12.03 14.12 15.20 
  Cottonseed 3.54 3.85 3.52 3.84 4.59 
  Peanut 4.53 5.12 4.52 4.94 5.12 
  Coconut 3.63 3.23 3.22 3.31 3.40 
  Olive 2.49 2.74 2.39 2.82 2.61 
  Palm Kernel 3.06 3.12 3.30 3.60 3.79 

Total 90.04 92.75 94.74 100.98 106.82 
1/ Preliminary.  2/ Forecast. 

Source:  Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA. http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/data-sets/crops/89002/tab47.xls 
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The volume share of these oils were - soybean (31%), palm (29%), rape/canola (14%) and 

sunflower (8%) - which together amount to 87.3 tonnes (82%) and to which palm kernel oil 

(3.79%) could be added since it is a second oil produced by the oil palm (see Figure 2.4). The 

major seed oil producing areas globally are presented in  Figure 2.56. 

 

Figure 2.4: World Vegetable Oil Production 
 Share (% ) in 2004/05 (Data Source: USDA)

  Soybean
31%

  Olive
2%

  Coconut
3%  Peanut

5%

  Sunflowerseed
8%

  Cottonseed
4%

  Rapeseed
14%   Palm

29%

  Palm Kernel
4%

 
 

 

Figure 2.5: Major Seed Oil Producing Areas in the World 
in 1999/2000 Share (% ) Data Source: USDA

USA
14%

Rest of the World
31%

Brazi l
5%
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5% Malaysia
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6 Data Source: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/data-sets/crops/89002/tab46.xls 
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2.4 TRADE OF OILS AND FATS 
 

Exports of oils and fats were projected to represent an estimated 30% of total world production in 

2004/05. Account must also be taken that an estimated 28% of soybeans are exported as beans 

and also 13% of rapeseed and 7% of sunflower as seed (2004/05 forecasts), see Table 2.1 and 

Figure 2.3 above. Exports of oil are mainly from Malaysia (30%) and Indonesia (13%) as palm 

oil, and from Argentina (14%) as soybean and sunflower oil. Further, the biggest importers of oil 

in 1999/00 were India (14%), EU-15 (14%), and China (8%)7. 

 

In terms of market shares, reductions have taken place with animal fats and vegetable oils other 

than the big four. Market share increased most for palm oil, followed by soybean and sunflower, 

registered through exports.  

 

Total palm oil (oil of palm and palm kernel oil) has always held a higher trade share than 

soybean. Production of palm oil is also projected to exceed soybean by 20108. Malaysia and 

Indonesia, the largest producers of palm oil dominate world trade in oils and fats, accounting for 

an estimated 45% of total trade in oils and fats in 1999/00. 

 

Oil of Palm constitutes the highest volume of vegetable oil traded, estimated at 21.9 mn tonnes or 

70% of the 31.08  mn tonnes produced in 2004/05, see Figure 2.6 and Table 2.3 below. The next 

highest volume that entered the export trade was soybean oil at 9.55 mn tonnes (30%) from the 

32.17 mn tonnes produced. Much less, but yet significant was the volume of sunflower oil 

exported, 2.32 mn tonnes or 26%, and coconut 1.77 mn tonnes or 52% of total production of 

sunflower and coconut respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
7 Source: Oils and Fats in the marketplace http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 
8 Source: Oils and Fats in the marketplace http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 
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Figure 2.6: World Vegetable Oil Production, Adsorption and Export 2004/05 (Million Tonnes)
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Adsorpt ion Exports

 

 

 

 

Table 2.3: Volume Share of Vegetable Oil Exported in 2004/05 based on USDA forecasts (Mn 
Tonnes) 

Vegetable Oil Production Exports Percent Exported 
  Soybean 32.17 9.55 30 % 

  Palm 31.08 21.9 70 % 

  Sunflower seed 8.86 2.32 26 % 

  Rapeseed 15.2 1.21 8 % 

  Cottonseed 4.59 0.15 3 % 
  Peanut 5.12 0.2 4 %  

  Coconut 3.4 1.77 52 % 

  Olive 2.61 0.59 23 % 

  Palm Kernel 3.79 1.7 45 % 
Source:  Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA. http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/data-sets/crops/89002/tab47.xls 

 

2.5 WORLD CONSUMPTION OF OILS AND FATS 

 

World consumption of oils and fats was forecasted to increase from 130 mn MT in 2003/04 to 

134 mn MT by 2004/05; that is, an average rate of just below 5%. The increasing prosperity 
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across China, India and other south and Southeast Asian countries as well as South America, 

some Eastern European states is expected to fuel this increased demand9. 

 

The use of soya and palm oil is expected to increase while consumption of sunflower seed oil is 

expected to decrease. The demand for oil for the production of biodiesel has been projected to 

increase as the European Union (EU)-25, USA and Brazil are implementing policies to stimulate 

production and consumption as petrol prices increase (ibid). The volumes and relative shares of 

seed oil consumption are presented in Figure 2.7 and Table 2.4 below. 

 

 

 

 
Table 2.4: World Vegetable Oils Supply and Distribution, 2000/01-2004/05 Mn tonnes 

  2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 1/ 2004/05 2/ 
  Soybean 26.54 28.60 30.19 29.74 31.96 
  Palm 23.98 25.10 27.67 28.83 30.48 
  Sunflowerseed 8.44 7.63 8.02 8.56 8.63 
  Rapeseed 13.42 13.01 12.15 14.18 15.19 
  Cottonseed 3.47 3.84 3.48 3.75 4.55 
  Peanut 4.51 5.06 4.63 4.91 5.12 
  Coconut 3.47 3.22 3.27 3.35 3.41 
  Olive 2.55 2.52 2.60 2.56 2.67 
  Palm kernel 2.73 2.99 3.35 3.52 3.63 

Total 89.10 91.96 95.36 99.38 105.63 
1/ Preliminary.  2/ Forecast. 

Source:  Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA. http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/data-sets/crops/89002/tab47.xls 

                                                 
9 Source: Oils and Fats in the marketplace http://www.britanniafood.com/german/invite_05.htm 

Figure 2.7: World Seed Oil Consumption in 2004/05 Volume
 (Million Tonnes) and Share (Data Source: USDA)
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Section 3 

COCONUT OIL AND OTHER COCONUT PRODUCTS 

 

 

 

3.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

Coconut oil is used both as edible oil as well as an input into the oleochemical industry. Its use in 

the food industry has been the subject of controversy for a number of years. The negative 

campaign against saturated fats in general, and the tropical oils in particular, have led some food 

manufacturers to substitute the use of coconut oil in favor of the polyunsaturated oils such as 

those derived from soybean. Nonetheless, in this section we examine the coconut oil situation 

with respect to production, trade and consumption and we close by briefly examining other 

coconut products and derivatives available on the market.  

 
 
3.1 WORLD COCONUT PRODUCTION  
 

The total world cultivation under coconut was estimated at 11.0 mn hectares producing 55 mn 

tonnes in 2004. Asia remained the largest producing region at 46 mn tonnes or 85% of global 

production in 2004. In the western hemisphere, South America was a major producing region at 

6% of production (Figure 3.1) 

 

Indonesia and the Philippines were the world’s two largest producers, with an estimated 

production of 16.3 mn tonnes and 14.4 mn tonnes from 3.3 mn ha and 2.7 mn ha respectively. 

India, the third largest, produced an estimated 10 mn tonnes from 1.9 mn ha (Figure 3.2)10. 

Indonesia and the Philippines were major exporters while India consumed most of its coconut11.  

Central America, Brazil, Mexico and Jamaica were major producers in the Western Hemisphere.  

 

 

                                                 
10 Data  Source: FAOStat Database 

11 Source: Food Market Exchange.com 
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3.2 COPRA PRODUCTION  
 

The top copra producers in the world were The Philippines (42%), Indonesia (24%), India (9%) 

and Thailand (7%) (Figure 3.3 below and Annex Table A3.1). In the case of coconut oil, The 

Philippines produced 44% of world production, followed by Indonesia (18%) and India (14%), 

(Figure 3.4 and Annex Table A3.2). 

 

 

 

 

3.3 WORLD COCONUT OIL TRADE 
 

The major coconut oil importing countries in the world were the EU-15 (51%), the USA (33%), 

Malaysia (5%), South Korea (4%), East Europe (4%) and Singapore (4%)12.  We now briefly 

review the trade situation for the major importers. 

 

                                                 
12 Source Food Market Exchange.com. 

Figure 3.1: World Production of Coconuts in 2004 - Major Regions 
'000 tonnes (Data Source: FAOStat Database)
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Figure 3.2: World Production of Coconuts in 2004 - Major Producers 
'000 tonnes (Data Source: FAOStat Database)
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Figure 3.3: World Production of Copra (1991-96 av)
Major Producers (million tonnes)

(Data Source: www.foodmarketexchange.com)
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Figure 3.4: World Coconut Oil Production (1999-2000 av)
Major Producers (million tonnes)

(Data Source: www.foodmarketexchange.com)
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3.3.1 The United States of America Market  

Review of the Hemispheric Trade database indicated significant levels of coconut  imports into 

the USA (Figure 3.5 and Table 3.1). The USA imported an average of USD 155.0 mn of HS 

151311 Coconut Oil, Crude (1999/01 av) and USD 37.0 mn of HS 080119 Coconuts fresh. 

However, a significant amount of HS 20081915 of Coconuts otherwise prepared or preserved 

nesoi was imported (USD 18.5 mn).   

 

37.0

0.1

155.0

18.5

0.0

60.0

120.0

180.0

USD mn

HS 080119 Co co nuts  
fres h

HS 1203 Co pra 15131100 Co co nut o il,
crude

 HS 20081915
Co co nuts , o therwis e

Figure 3.5: USA Import Value of Coconut and Various Coconut Products 
(1999/01 av) Data Source: Hemispheric Database

 
Source: Hemisphere Database 

 
 
 

Table 3.1: USA Imports Other Coconut Products 
1999 2000 2001 

HS Classification 

Values in 
Thousand 

of US $ 
Volume in 

Tonnes 

Values in 
Thousand 

of US $ 
Volume in 

Tonnes 

Values in 
Thousand 

of US $ 
Volume in 

Tonnes 
HS 080119 Coconuts  
fresh in shell or shelled 41587 35687 40557 41596 28,884 37762 

HS 1203 Copra 92 605 131 1008 113 879 
15131100 Coconut 
(copra) oil, crude, and its 
fractions, not chemically 
modified  162478 241375 187247 368473 115323 356528 
 HS 20081915 Coconuts, 
otherwise prepared or 
preserved, nesi 19451 15399 17979 15162 18031 16881 
HS 23065000 Oilcake 
and other solid residues 0 0 0 0 5 18 

Total coconut 223608 293066 245914 426238 162,356 412068 
Source: Hemispheric Database 
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The USA imported 38,919 tonnes of HS 080119 Coconuts fresh in 2002 valued at USD 32.5 mn 

(Table 3.2). Over 99% of total desiccated coconut imports originate from the Philippines and 1% 

comes from the Dominican Republic and “Other Countries”.  

 

With respect to imports of HS 15131100 Coconut copra oil, crude, an estimated USD 118 mn 

or 79% was imported annually (1999/01 av) from the Philippines, and USD 34 mn or 22% from 

Indonesia (see Table 3.3). Negligible levels of imports originated from Malaysia, India and other 

countries. 

 

Table 3.2: U.S. Imports of HS 080119 Coconuts fresh in shell or shelled for Consumption 

2000 2001 2002 

Country  Tonnes USD 000 Tonnes USD 000 Tonnes USD 000 

Philippines 38,198 37,930 35,032 26,799 38,250 32,102 

Dominican Rep 567 167 322 88 335 116 

Malaysia 987 1,025 420 362 155 85 

Sri Lanka 57 63 133 133 36 42 

Indonesia 907 790 1,391 1,019 42 39 

Rest of the World 879 582 464 483 101 136 

Total 41,595 40,558 37,762 28,884 38,919 32,520 
Sources: Data on this site have been compiled from tariff and trade data from the U.S. Department of Commerce, 

 the U.S. Treasury, and the U.S. International Trade Commission. ©2003 Fintrac Inc. 

 
Table 3.3: USA Imports of HS 15131100 Coconut copra oil, crude and its factions, by Major Sources 

(1999 – 2001) 
1999 2000 2001 1999/01 av 

 USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

India 71 39 2261 4194 23 20 785 1418 
Indonesia 33209 50565 53426 100441 14706 47826 33780 66277 
Malaysia 2307 3447 2823 5146 277 1000 1802 3198 
Philippines 125676 185708 128729 258688 99114 303433 117840 249276 
Rest of the World 1215 1616 8 4 1203 4249 809 1956 

Total Selection 162478 241375 187247 368473 115323 356528 155016 322125 
Source: Hemisphere Database 

 

 

3.3.2 The Canadian Market   

The trade statistics indicate that Canada imports a range of coconut products although import 

levels can be considered small compared to the USA and EU (Figure 3.6, Table 3.4).  In 2001, 
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Canada imported 10,729 tonnes of HS 0801 Coconuts fresh in shell valued at USD 6,602 mn 

(Table 3.4). An estimated 90% of this import originated from the Philippines and 6% came from 

Indonesia (Table 3.5).  

 

In the case of HS 151311 Coconut Oil, Crude an estimated USD 3.5 mn was imported that year 

from the Philippines (36%), Malaysia (34%), and USA (25%). Additionally, USD 4.0 mn of HS 

151319 of Coconut Oil Other than Crude was imported into Canada during that same year 

from the Philippines (66%), Malaysia (23%), and USA (7%) (Table 3.5 below).  
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Figure 3.6: Canada Import Value of Coconut and Various Coconut Products USD mn (Data 
Source: Hemispheric database)

 
 

Table 3.4: Imports of Coconut and Coconut Products into Canada 
Imports 

1999 2000 2001 

HS Chapters 
USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

USD 
1,000 Tonnes 

080111 
Coconuts  fresh in 
shell or shelled 

5,711 5,135 6,918 4,631 4,631 6,241 

080119 Other 3,427 4,904 2,325 1,971 1,971 4,488 
1203 Copra 9 68 --- 0 0 2 

15131100 
Coconut (copra) oil, 
crude 9,163 11,580 4,578 3,499 3,499 6,189 

151319 
Coconut (copra) oil, 
refined. 3,098 3,355 4,101 3,975 3,975 9,029 

20081915 

Coconuts otherwise 
prepared or 
preserved nesoi 

(*)  (*)  (*)  (*)  (*)  (*)  

23065000 

Oilcake and other 
solid residues,  of 
coconut or copra 

(*)  (*)  (*)  (*)  (*)  (*)  

  Total Import Value 21,399  17,922 14,076 14,076  

(*)  No data available  Data Source: Hemisphere database 
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Table 3.5: Sources of Imports of Coconut and Coconut Products into Canada 

HS Chapters Major Source of Imports in 2001 

080111 
Coconuts  fresh in 
shell or shelled 

 
Philippines 

(90%) 

 
Indonesia 

(6%) 

    

080119 Coconuts fresh, other 

 
Dom Rep 

(36%) 

 
Thailand 
(22%) 

 

 
Philippines 

(13%) 

 
USA 
(7%) 

 
Sri 

Lanka 
(6%) 

 
Vietnam 

(6%) 

1203 Copra 
USA 

(100%) 
     

15131100 

Coconut (copra) oil, 
crude, and its fractions, 
not chemically 
modified 

Philippines 
(36%) 

Malaysia 
(34%) 

 

USA 
(25%) 

   

151319 

Coconut (copra) oil, 
other than crude, and 
its fractions, whether 
or not refined, but not 
chemically modified 

Philippines 
(66%) 

Malaysia 
(23%) 

 

USA (7%)    

Data Source: Hemisphere Database 
 

3.3.3 The European Union Market  
EU imports of coconut products were dominated by HS 151319 Coconut oil, refined estimated 

at USD 146 mn in 2001/03 and a smaller amount of HS 151311 Coconut oil, crude at USD 70.0 

mn (Figure 3.7 and Table 3.6). In addition, small quantities of other coconut products were 

imported including USD 44.0 mn of HS 230650 Oilcake, USD 23.0 mn of HS 080111 Fresh in 

shell or shelled / desiccated coconuts and just about USD 6.0 mn of HS 080119 Fresh 

Coconut. 



  - 18 - 
 

CARICOM Regional Transformation Programme for Agriculture:  
The Regional Coconut Industry: Global Market Intelligence 

23.1

6.5

69.6

146.2

43.9

0.0

60.0

120.0

180.0

USD Mn

HS 080111:Des iccated
coconuts  

HS 080119 :Fresh
coconuts

HS 151311:Crude coconut
o il 

HS6  151319 :Refined
Coconut Oil

HS 230650:Oil-cake 

Figure 3.7: European Imports of Coconuts and Coconut Products 
(2001/03 av) Data Source: Europa Market Access Database)

 
The major source of coconut products being imported into the EU were as follows. With respect 

to HS 151319 Coconut oil, refined,  most of the imports (96%) came from the Philippines  ; 

94% of the HS 151311: Crude coconut oil came from Indonesia; and 85% of HS 080111: 

Fresh coconuts, desiccated also came from Indonesia (Table 3.6 and Annex Table 3.6).  

 

Table 3.6: European Union Imports of Coconut and Coconut Products 
(2001-2003 av) Imported Value, Market Share and Origin 

HS Chapters Import 
Value 
(USD 
mn) 

Leading Suppliers in 2001/03 & Market Share (% ) 

HS 080111:Fresh coconuts, 
desiccated $ 23.1 

Indonesia 
$ 19.5 mn 

(85%) 

Ivory Coast 
$ 3.3 mn 
(14%) 

 

- - - 

HS 080119:Fresh coconuts, 
whether or not shelled or 
peeled  

$ 6.5 
Dom. Republic 

$ 2.8 mn 
(44%) 

Ivory Coast 
$ 2.4 mn 
(37%) 

Costa 
Rica 

$ 0.5 mn 
(8%) 

Indonesia 
$ 0.4 mn 

(7%) 

Dominica 
$ 0.1 mn 

(2%) 

HS 151311:Crude coconut oil  $ 69.7 
Indonesia 
$ 64.6 mn 

(94%) 

Philippines 
$ 4.7 
(6%) 

- - - 

HS 151319:Coconut oil and its 
fractions, whether or not 
refined (excl. crude)  

$ 146.3 
Philippines 

$ 138.2 
(96%) 

Malaysia 
$ 4.8 
(3%) 

Indonesia 
$ 2.1 mn 

(1%) 
- - 

HS 230650:Oil-cake and other 
solid residues $ 44.1 

Indonesia 
$ 25.5 mn 

(57%) 

Philippines 
$ 16.3 
(37%) 

Malaysia 
$ 1.6 
(4%) 

- - 

Data Source: EUROPA Market Access Database
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Section 4 

THE REGIONAL COCONUT INDUSTRY:  

PRODUCTION & KEY ISSUES 
 

 

4.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

We now examine the Regional Coconut Industry in this Section. Firstly, we review the situation 

with respect to levels of production of Coconut, copra and Coconut Oil. Given that Coconut Oil is 

the main industrial product of the Coconut Industry, we also examine the level of intra-regional 

trade in copra and Coconut Oil. However, there are a number of commercial products that are 

produced from Coconut in other countries, particularly in East Asia, that are not produced in the 

Caribbean. We present these here simply to indicate the scope for value added products with 

proven technology that could add to the economics of the regional industry.    

 

The Coconut Industry in CARICOM has faced a number of major problems in recent years 

resulting to the Industry’s decline. These have been highlighted in this Section in an attempt to 

underscore the need to effectively address these if the Region was to attempt to put the Industry 

on a development path. The Section ends with a discussion of the R&D currently being pursued 

to address some of these issues. 

 

4.1 COCONUT OIL PRODUCTION AND TRADE   

 

Coconut Production: The Wider Caribbean produced an average of 512 thousand tonnes of 

coconut annually over the 1999/02 period of which CARICOM accounted for 301 thousand 

tonnes or 59% (Table 4.1).   Among the non-CARICOM countries the Dominican Republic was 

the major producing accounting for 166 tonnes.   

 

Within CARICOM, Jamaica was the major producer of Coconut at 170 thousand tonnes (56%) 

followed by Guyana with a production level of 59 thousand tonnes (20.6 %), then Trinidad and 

Tobago with 23 thousand tonnes (8 %). St Lucia and Dominica recorded approximately 15 and 11 

thousand tonnes, respectively, with much lower production in other CARICOM countries. 
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Table 4.1 Coconut Production in the Caribbean: (1999-2002 avg)  
 

Country / Region  
Coconut Production 

Tonnes (000) 
 CARICOM  
  Barbados 2 
  Belize 1 
  Dominica 11 
  Grenada 7 
  Guyana 59 
  Jamaica 170 
  Saint Kitts and Nevis 1 
  Saint Lucia 15 
  Saint Vincent/Grenadines 3 
  Suriname 9 
  Trinidad and Tobago 23 

CARICOM Total 301 
Other Caribbean  
  Dominican Republic 166 
  Haiti 27 
Other Caribbean Countries 18 

Other Caribbean Total 211 
Caribbean Total 512 

Source: FAOStat Database 

 

Coconut Oil Production: Historically, most of the Region’s Coconut was converted into 

Copra for the production of Coconut Oil and animal feed. In recent years a number of factors 

have contributed to the decline in the percentage of Coconut being converted into copra and Oil. 

On the demand side these factors include the increasing competition faced by Coconut Oil from 

soybean and other vegetable Oils. Supply side factors include the growing demand for bottled 

Coconut Water, the impact of disease on production and the conversion of Coconut Estates to 

built development. 

 

Only Trinidad & Tobago and Guyana have commercial scale operations to produce Coconut Oil – 

the former with one plant and the latter two. According to FAOSTAT, the estimated total 

CARICOM production of Coconut Oil in 2002 was 23,000 mt with most of the production 

being concentrated in Trinidad & Tobago and Guyana. According to the FAO data, Trinidad 

& Tobago produced approximately 7000 mt, Guyana 2,000 mt and Jamaica 5,000 mt. St Lucia, St 

Vincent, Suriname and Belize each produced an estimated 1000 mt, all through cottage scale 

operations. The FAO regional estimate of Coconut Oil production are likely underestimates since 
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a significant volume of Coconut Oil is produced at the household or Cottage Scale level 

throughout the Region.  

 

Trade in Copra / Coconut Oil: Total intra-regional trade in Coconut Oil in 2003, refined or 

Oil equivalent from copra, was 838 mt valued at USD 0.6 mn. Within CARICOM, the major 

importers of copra or Coconut Oil from Regional sources were Jamaica, Grenada, Trinidad & 

Tobago and Suriname. In the case of Trinidad and Tobago, the country imports both Coconut Oil 

and copra from Guyana, valued at USD 0.2 mn in 2003 (Table 4.2). Regionally, Jamaica was the 

largest importer of Coconut Oil, amounting to 227 mt in 2003 at a value of USD 0.3 mn. All 

supplies to the Jamaican market in 2003 came from Trinidad & Tobago. Smaller volume of trade 

takes place between Guyana and Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago and Barbados as well as Antigua 

and between St Lucia and Barbados. 

 

 Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Belize and St Lucia consume most of the Coconuts and / 

or Coconut oil produced domestically. In the case of Jamaica small quantities of coconut oil, 

produced using the ‘cold press method’ under cottage-scale processing are exported.   

 
Table 4.2 CARICOM Intra-Regional  Trade in  Coconut (Copra) Oil in 2003 

 

Copra 1203 Oil 
Equivalent 

Coconut (Copra) oil 
fractions simply 

refined HS 151319 

Total Coconut Oil 
Imports 

 
Importer  

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 
Bahamas - - - 2 - 2 
Barbados - - - 1 - 1 
Grenada - - 0.1 36 0.1 36 
Jamaica - - 0.3 227 0.3 227 
Saint Kitts/Nevis - - - 2 - 2 
Saint Lucia - - - 2 - 2 
Saint Vincent  - - - 5 - 5 
Suriname - - - 25 - 25 
Trinidad & 
Tobago 0.2 138 - - 0.2 138 
 Total 0.2* 138** 0.4 300 0.6 438 

 Data Source: Comtrade Database 

 (*) Assumes an average price of USD 1.33/kg 
(**) Assumes a copra/oil conversion of 60% by weight 
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4.2 OTHER COCONUT BASED PRODUCTS  

  

4.2.1 Dry & Desiccated Coconut Products 

St Vincent and Dominica, two smaller producers of coconut in the Region, reported a significant 

amount of intraregional trade of fresh and desiccated coconuts, valued at about USD 0.5 mn in 

1999/02. St Vincent recorded an average of 381 tonnes each of both Coconuts, not shelled as 

well as Other Coconuts. Alternatively, Dominica recorded 308 tonnes of Desiccated coconuts 

valued at USD 261 mn (Table 4.13).  

 

4.2.2 Edible Oils and Fats 

Edible oils either produced or imported into the Region are used for either direct consumption or 

conversion into other value added products. Edible oils are sold under various brand names for 

product differentiation. A percent is also converted into various types of butters and directed into 

various market segments such as the retail consumer market / supermarkets, and as inputs into 

various food manufacturing and food service sub sectors. 

 

Table 4.3: Other Coconut Products Volumes and Values Entering Intraregional Trade 1999-2002 av. 
 

Coconuts not shelled Other Coconuts 
Desiccated 
Coconuts CARICOM 

Country  Kgs USD/Kg Kgs USD/Kg Kgs USD/Kg 
St. Lucia  -  -  -  -  1,953 929 

St. Vincent  381,159 139,710 381,158 139,710 -  -  

Guyana   -  -  - -  2,523 205 
Dominica  708 572 708 572 307,743 260,040 

Total 381,867 140,283 381,866 140,282 312,218 261,175 
Data Source: CARICOM Database 

 

 

 

 

4.2.3 Oleochemicals 

Oils and fats are also produced and imported into certain CARICOM countries for the production 

of various types of oleochemicals – soap bars and soap powders. The Coconut Growers 

Association in Trinidad produces a range of soaps and soap powders under various licensing 

arrangements, most of which are either used domestically or exported regionally.  
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Picture 4.1: Various brands of Oils and Fats produced by the Coconut Growers Association Limited, 

Trinidad and Tobago (2004) 
 

4.3 OTHER PRODUCTS THAT ARE POSSIBLE FROM COCONUTS 

 
While the range of products that are commercially produced from Coconut in the Caribbean is 

limited, a review of the literature indicates that a much wider range of products are possible and 

are being produced commercially in South East Asia and other countries. We provide a brief 

review of these possibilities here. 

 

4.3.1  Lauric Acid 

Coconut oil and palm kernel oil are the major sources of lauric acid, a chemical found in 

the form of glycerides. The acid serves as a preservative, staving off the oxidation of the 

oils and hence spoilage. Lauric acid has proven to have antimicrobial properties, and as 

such is frequently used by pharmaceutical companies in various formulations. 

 

Approximately 75% of the lauric acid needs of the world are sourced from coconut oil. 

However, the Coconut’s Industry market share is now under threat from the development 

of genetically modified canola with a lauric acid content of 60 %. In response, the 

Philippines is in the process of developing a genetically modified (GM) coconut with at 
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least as much lauric acid as canola. Dr Rita P. Laude, who is pioneering the gene 

discovery work at the University of Philippines-Los Baños puts it like this, 

"The Philippines is meeting 65 per cent of the world's need for vegetable oil. (But) the 

development of canola with 60 per cent lauric acid content makes it difficult for us to 

compete in the market, unless we're able to modify it through genetic engineering,"  

These types of changes are now being monitored closely especially by the EU which now 

regulates genetic modification of commodities.  

 

 
Picture 4.2: A Brand of Soap produced by the Coconut Growers Association Limited, Trinidad and Tobago 

(2004) 
 

4.3.2 Activated Charcoal 

Activated carbon is a microcrystalline, nongraphitic form of carbon with a high internal porosity 

and hence a large surface area that makes the carbon more adsorbent. In 1773, Scheele discovered 

the fact that certain types of charcoal had adsorptive capacity and Hunter in 1865 reported the 

gas-adsorbing power of coconut char.  

 

Activated carbon is commercially available as a powder (particle size 1-150 microns), as granules 

(particle size 0.5-4mm) or as shaped products and is used in many liquid and gas phase 

applications. Almost any carbonaceous material of plant, animal or mineral origin can be 

converted into activated carbon, two of which are coconut husks and coconut shells. 
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Major Uses of Activated Charcoal: 

�  Approximately 21% of activated carbon is used to treat wastewater.  

�  About 21% of activated carbon is used for the purification of sugar and corn syrup.  

�  About 8% of AC is used in chemical processing applications. Activated carbon is used 

for example to remove organic contaminants from solution in the production of alum, 

soda ash and potassium hydroxide.  

�  About 6% of activated carbon is used to make pharmaceuticals. Many antibiotics, 

vitamins and steroids are isolated from fermentation broths by adsorption onto carbon 

followed by solvent extraction and distillation. Activated carbon is also used to treat 

water used to make pharmaceuticals. 

�  Approximately 6% of activated carbon is used in food, beverage and cooking oil 

production.  

�  About 4% of the total liquid-phase activated carbon is used in the treatment of 

groundwater.  

�  About 4% of activated carbon is used in the mining industry. Activated carbon serves as a 

catalyst in the detoxification of cyanides contained in wastewater in cyanide stripping 

operations. 

�  About 6% is used in other industries. Small carbon filters are used to purify water in 

homes. Activated carbon can be used to remove toxins from the blood of patients with 

artificial kidneys. Activated carbon can also be ingested into the stomach to recover 

poisons or toxic materials. 

 

Market for Activated Charcoal:  There are many patented processes for producing activated 

carbon as well as unpatented techniques. However, the competitive nature of the activated carbon 

industry has required carbon manufacturers to keep details of their processing techniques quite 

secret. To service the activated carbon market adequately, specific requirements are often 

required.  

 

The United States is the major supplier of activated charcoal to Trinidad and Tobago and the 

import of this product has been rising steadily. Trinidad and Tobago does not produce activated 

charcoal although the potential exists for activated charcoal manufacture because of the large 

availability of raw material at negligible cost. Additionally, more applications of activated 
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carbons are being recognized. The current selling price of activated carbon is US$ 1.15/lb (USD 

2.53/kg) and this is expected to increase. 

 

4.3.3 Biofuels 

Biodiesel is a standardized fuel that consists of vegetable oil Methyl Ester. It is a product of 

vegetable oil that reacts with an alcohol (methanol) and a catalyst (sodium hydroxide). This 

process generates two products: glycerine, which can be used in soap production and biodiesel. 

There are two fully developed standards of biodiesel, ASTM-D 6751 in the U.S. and EN14214 in 

the E.U13.  The economics of the use of biofuels is currently the subject of research in many 

countries of the world. Within the Region, Guyana has shown interest in the development of 

biofuels. 

 

4.3.4 Other Minor Coconut Products  

Trade of coconut products and coconut derivatives is much broader than coconut oil or even the 

nut itself. Other coconut products which are traded internationally are included in Box 4.1 below 

and pictures 4.3 to 4.8 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
13 Source: Jan Cloin, Coconut Oil as a Biofuel in Pacific Islands., South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission., 

http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/Forum/CoconutOilFuelPacific_JanCloin.pdf   
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Box 4.1 Other Coconut Products 

Desiccated Coconuts  This refers to the white fleshy kernel of the coconut which has been 
dried and shredded 

Coconut milk or cream This refers to the oil-protein-water derived from squeezed grated 
coconut kernel 

Instant coconut milk powder  This is a product which has recently been developed. It is a product 
which resembles milk powder.  

Coconut water This is the refreshing drink found inside the tender coconuts 
(between 7 to 8 months old) 

Coconut chips These are thin slices of the coconut kernel. Traditionally these slices 
were made from desiccated coconuts which were roasted, salted and 
packaged with air tight seals. This item is a popular snack item in 
Hawaii and the Caribbean 

Coconut jam This is a traditional high sugar coconut food which is used as a 
desert, sandwich spread or as topping for baked pastries.  

Coconut husks and coir 
products 

This is the by product of many coconut industries and can be used in 
several different ways, namely, to extract the coir fiber, as domestic 
fuel or for soil conservation by burying the coconut lands. 

Coconut fiber dust or coco peat Coconut fiber by product after the coir has been extracted from the 
husk. This is used in agriculture to improve the water holding 
capacity of sandy soils, as well as an organic plant compound.  

Coconut shells and products: 
shell coal activated carbon  

This product very versatile in that it is used in military and industrial 
masks, as well as a solvent in the plant recovery industry, recovery 
in the petroleum industry as well as a purifier in air conditioners.   

Source: Modern Coconut Management Palm Cultivation and Products. Ed. J. G Ohler 
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Picture 4.3: Coconut Cream Picture 4.4: Frozen Coconut Milk 

Picture 4.5: Coconut Juice Picture 4.6: Coconut Flakes 

Picture 4.7: Dehusked Coconut Picture 4.8: Fresh Coconuts 
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4.4  FACTORS IMPACTING NEGATIVELY ON CARICOM’S COCONUT 
INDUSTRY   
 
4.4.1 The Coconut Oil Controversy  

Over the last decade, there has been an increase in the number of scientific studies conducted 

relating to the merits of the traditional tropical diets premised on the use of fruits and vegetables 

as practiced in the Philippines and Hawaii. Also, studies focused on the merits of using some of 

the product derivatives such as coconut and palm oil as compared to traditional soybean and other 

unsaturated oils.  

 

Coconut oil has been proven to have a saturated fat which is of the medium-chain fatty acid 

variety (MCFA). MCFAs are more readily digested by the body, in that MCFAs are not stored as 

fat but are immediately converted into energy. This results in an overall increase of the body’s 

metabolism. Studies such as that conducted by Spade and Dietchy (1988) showed that coconut oil 

prevented the formation of hepatic cholesterol esters. In addition to this, the lauric acid found in 

coconut oil provides the disease fighting fatty acid monolaurin which boosts the immune system.  

 

Coconut reportedly has been proven to have no dangerous trans-fats, which are traditionally 

found in vegetable oils, margarines and shortenings. These substances have the effect of 

increasing the body’s production of LDLs or ‘bad’ cholesterol which has implications for heart 

disease, diabetes and other health problems (Grundy 1989).  

 

Apart from the use of coconut oil in cooking and as a dietary supplement, this product is reported 

to have tremendous cosmetic benefits as well. Coconut oil is said to relieve dry skin and restores 

the youthful look to skin by aiding the removal of the outer layer of dead skin cells making skin 

appear smoother.  Continued use of coconut oil may also improve the texture of skin.  

 
 
 
4.4.2 Common Diseases and Pests of Coconut found in the Region14  

Lethal Yellowing: The mycloplasma disease attacks both young and adult plants of all coconut 

varieties. It is known to affect coconut plants on various soil types and under different ecological 

                                                 
14 Modern Coconut Management, Palm Cultivation and Products, Ed by J.G. Ohler 
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conditions. The typical symptom is intensive yellowing of the leaves starting from the tips of the 

leaflets and the older leaves and eventually all leaves except the youngest become yellow. The 

disease has caused major destruction in Jamaica (Picture 4.9 to 4.11). 

 

 
Picture 4.9: Lethal Yellowing in Jamaica – Early Stages (August 2005) 

 
Picture 4.10: Lethal Yellowing in Jamaica – Advance Stages, total loss of canopy (August 2005) 

 
Picture 4.11: Lethal Yellowing in Jamaica – previously fully cultivated with coconuts, 

 more than 90% of trees died over the years (August 2005) 
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Red Ring Disease: The red ring disease is found widespread in South and Central America as 

well as other parts of the Caribbean. The disease also affects oil palm and various other palm 

species. Coconuts are most susceptible between the ages of 3-10 years but older plants have also 

been affected. Usually the first symptom is yellowing of the lowest leaves and premature nut 

falling; eventually the plant dies.  

The causal agent of the disease is the nematode Rhadinaphelenchus cocophilus, and the infection 

takes place through a vector, the palm weevil, called Rhynchophorus palmarum L.  

 

Cedros Wilt: The disease has been found in Suriname, Brazil, Guyana, Venezuela, Columbia, 

Ecuador, Costa Rica and Trinidad and Tobago. Symptoms of the disease are quite similar to those 

of lethal yellowing and red ring. The disease does not usually attack the palms before flowering 

but occasionally may attack the young palms under 2 years of age. The causal agent of the disease 

is the flagellate protozoa, phytomonas staheli (trypano somatidae)  

 

Lepidoptera Defoliators: Numerous species belonging to this Order of insects forage on coconut 

foliage. Chemical control can be used but given the age and height of most of the trees in the 

Region this option is often impractical.  

 

Red Coconut Mite:   St Lucia reported the presence of the red weevil (Rhynchophorus 

ferrugineus) or red coconut mite which causes a yellowing of the trees (see Picture 4.12). The 

economic importance of this pest remains to be verified. The pest has also been reported to be 

present in Martinique. 

 
Picture 4.12: Red Coconut Mite / Weevil – St Lucia (January 2006) 
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4.5 ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS - REGIONAL R&D IN COCONUTS 

 
Generally, limited plant breeding work is taking place in the Region. In the case of Jamaica, R&D 

work has led to the development of the Maypan variety, being observed for tolerance to the lethal 

yellowing disease (Picture 4.13); Belize has an active plant breeding programme following the 

same initiative (Picture 4.14). In Guyana, the ‘Panama Tall’ has been giving good yields (Picture 

4.15) and farmers observed the emergence of the “Bastard” variety within their groves (Pictures 

4.16 and 4.17). However, no R&D work has been done to evaluate the ‘Bastard’ with respect to 

yields, copra and oil content, palatability, ease of harvest and disease resistance.  

 

 
Picture 4.13: Maypan Variety of Coconut – Jamaica (2005) 
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Picture 4.14: Coconut Plant Breeding / Hybridization Programme – Belize (2006) 
 

 
Picture 4.15: Tall Variety of Coconut grown in the Pomeroon Region – Guyana (2004) 

 
 
 

 
Picture 4.16: “Bastard” Variety of Coconut observed in the Pomeroon Region - Guyana (2004) 

 
 

 
Picture 4.17: Thickness of the Kernel of the “Bastard” Variety of Coconut, 
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the Pomeroon Region - Guyana (2004) 
Bottled Coconut Water: Fresh coconut water extracted from fresh coconuts has a good demand 

and enjoys a growing consumer market both as a beverage and as a health food. However, long 

term storage and preservation of coconut water after extraction from the nut has remained a 

challenge for the industry. Efforts at freezing the water for preservation has extended the shelf 

life, but incurs the cost of processing as well as the problem of consistency after melting back to 

liquid form.   

 

In 1999, M. Satin of the FAO developed an integrated cold sterilization process which has 

significantly impacted on the commercial production and sale of coconut water. This new process 

is reported to allow for the retention of coconut water’s nutritional value and is said to extend the 

shelf life of the product up to 9 months. This process was subsequently patented. Jamaica and St 

Vincent both have filtration and bottling equipment, but these have remained at the trial stage of 

operation (Picture 4.17). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.17: Coconut Water being extracted at Filtration Plant – Jamaica (2004) 
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Picture 4.18: Coconut Filtration Equipment – Jamaica 
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Section 5 

THE REGIONAL MARKET FOR VEGETABLE OILS 
  

 

 

5.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

We now examine the consumption  / utilization of edible Oils and fats in the CARICOM region 

and the composition of the consumption basket in terms of the various Oils. Firstly, we consider 

the supplies from the Coconut Industry, both in terms of country level production and then with 

respect to supplies emanating from intra-regional trade. We then examine the contribution of 

Vegetable Oils, imported from extra-regional sources, both in the raw form (soybeans for 

crushing) and Oils, both crude and refined.  

 

5.1 CONSUMPTION OF OILS & FATS 

 

The FAO’s Vegetable Oils Food Balance Sheet indicated that CARICOM (including Haiti) 

consumed an estimated 130,000 tonnes of edible vegetable oils annually during 2000/02, with an 

additional 32.000 mt being used for feeds, seeds etc. (Table 5.1). With respect to utilization for 

food purposes, the highest total consumption was reported for Haiti at 61,000 tonnes, followed by 

Jamaica 33,000 tonnes and Trinidad and Tobago 17,000 tonnes.  

 

The Oils & fats consumption basket was dominated by annual imports of 158,000 mt or 87% of 

total utilization. Regional Production was 33,000 mt or 18% of total utilization and exports 

52,000 mt. 

 

The largest producers of Oils and Fats were Trinidad & Tobago at 17,000 mt, with Jamaica and 

Barbados accounting for 5000 mt and 4000 mt, respectively. Other CARICOM countries were 

negligible producers.  
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Only two countries recorded re-exports in significant quantities, Trinidad & Tobago with 6000 mt 

and Barbados with 3,000 mt. However, Guyana, a significant exporter of coconut oil, remained 

unreported in the database.  

 

An estimated 23,000 tonnes of Haiti’s utilization goes into seeds, feeds etc; 10,000 tonnes in 

Jamaica and 5,000 tonnes in Trinidad and Tobago.  

 

Table 5.1: CARICOM Food Balance Sheet for Vegetable Oils (2000-2002) (incl Haiti) 
 

Quantity  
(1000 tonnes) 

No. Countries Production  
( + ) 

Exports  
 ( - )  

Imports  
( + ) 

Seed, 
feed, 
etc. 

Consumpti
on* 

(food)  

Consumption 
(Total)** 

1 Antigua  0 0 1 0 1 1 
2 Bahamas 0 0 6 4 2 6 
3 Barbados 4 3 5 3 3 6 
4 Belize 0 0 2 1 1 2 
5 Dominica 1 0 2 2 1 3 
6 Guyana 2 0 3 2 3 5 
7 Haiti 1 0 83 23 61 84 
8 Jamaica 5 0 38 10 33 43 
9 St Kitts /Nevis 0 0 0 0 0 0 
10 St Lucia 1 0 1 1 1 2 
11 St Vincent  1 0 1 1 1 2 
12 Suriname 1 0 5 0 6 6 
13 Trinidad & 

Tobago 
17 6 11 5 17 22 

 Total 
CARICOM 

33 9 158 52 130 182 

 World 98569 45244 42618 28497 67446  
NOTE * - Refers to Consumption for food;  ** Includes food use, feed use and others 

Source: FAO Statistical Yearbook - 2004 <http://www.fao.org/statistics/yearbook/vol_1_1/xls/d04.xls> 

 
. 

5.2. REGIONAL PRODUCTION OF OILS AND FATS 

5.2.1 Coconut Oil Production   
In Section 4 we noted that total CARICOM production of Coconut averaged  approximately 

300,000 mt in 1999/2002 with the largest producers being Jamaica (170,000 mt), Guyana (50,000 

mt) and Trinidad & Tobago (23,000 mt). In recent years the proportion of total Coconut 

production that is being converted to oils been on the decline with commercial operations limited 
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to Guyana and Trinidad & Tobago.  The total CARICOM production of Coconut Oil in 2002 was 

23,000 mt. 

 

With respect to intra-regional trade, a review of the CARICOM trade database shows an 

estimated 1563 tonnes of Copra, 626 tonnes of Crude Coconut (copra) oil, 301 tonnes of 

Copra Oil Fractions and 8 tonnes of Copra Oil and Fractions entered intra-regional trade in 

2002. This gave an estimated 1,873 tonnes (equivalent) of Coconut Oil entering intraregional 

trade valued at about USD 1.6 mn (Table 5.2).   

 

Guyana recorded the highest volumes and values of the Region’s coconut products trade: 454 

tonnes of Crude Coconut (copra) Oil valued at USD 478,926 and St Lucia exported 133 tonnes of 

crude valued at USD 257,863. In the case of Trinidad and Tobago, 247 tonnes of Copra Oil 

Fractions was exported valued at USD 454,049.  

Table 5.2: Intra- Regional & Extra-Regional Exports of Coconut Oil (kg & USD) 
  Intraregional Exports of Coconut Oil 

  Dominica Jamaica  
St Vincent and 
the Grenadines   

Trinidad and 
Tobago  

Extra Regional 
Exports of 

Coconut Oil to 
the USA 

  Volume  Value Volume  Value Volume  Value Volume  Value Volume  Value 
Guyana 
(crude) (1997-
1998)     247261 294     43655 49     
Guyana 
(refined)     11550 18.5     8522 6.5     
Jamaica (1997-
2000)                 365.75 1.25 
St Lucia 
(1997-2000) 9944 11.5 109321 121             
Trinidad and 
Tobago (1997-
2001)     176500 268 67107 157.6         

Source: CARICOM Trade database. 

5.2.2 Regional Production of Soybean Oil 
 
 In addition to the coconut oil manufacturing capabilities, within CARICOM there are soybean oil 

manufacturing facilities in Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago. During 2003, Trinidad and 

Tobago imported an estimated 62,598 tonnes of soybean seeds valued at USD 15.6 mn and 

Barbados, 23,121 tonnes valued at USD 5.6 mn. Using an average oil conversion of 18%, 

Trinidad and Tobago produced an estimated 11,268 tonnes of soybean oil and Barbados 4,162 

tonnes.  



  - 40 - 
 

CARICOM Regional Transformation Programme for Agriculture:  
The Regional Coconut Industry: Global Market Intelligence 

5.3 COMPOSITION OF VEGETABLE OILS IMPORTED INTO THE REGION 
5.3.1 Total Vegetable Oil Imports 

CARICOM Member Countries imported an estimated 72,306 tonnes of vegetable oil equivalent 

valued at USD 46.3 mn in 2003 (Table 5.3). When adjusted for the volume of being imported in 

the form of oil seeds, the importation of vegetable oils was approximately 57,000 mt., dominated 

by soybean Oil. 

 

The largest importers during that year were Jamaica at 25,274 tonnes valued at USD 15.1 mn, 

followed by Trinidad and Tobago 25,254 tonnes valued at USD 14.7 mn. Suriname recorded the 

next highest import levels; 7,846 tonnes valued at USD 5.9 mn, followed by Barbados with 4,897 

tonnes valued at USD 3.1 mn. Except for The Bahamas and Guyana, imports into the other 

CARICOM countries were of volumes less than 1,000 tonnes.   

 

5.3.2 Soybean Oil Imports 

Table 5.4 presents the imports of soybean oil. In 2003 a total soybean oil equivalent of 65,000 mt 

was imported. When adjusted for imported beans, the Region’s total imports of Soybean Oil, 

crude or refined, was 50,000. Given that the total vegetable oil imports was estimated at 57,000 

mt, Soybean Oil dominates the Regional market accounting for 88 % of all vegetable Oil 

imported and  65 % of total consumption. 

Table 5..3: CARICOM Member Countries  Total Vegetable Oil Import; 2003 
(Including Oilseed and Copra Equivalent) 

Total Imports Importing Country 
Trade Value  
(USD mn) 

Net Weight 
(Tonnes) 

Antigua $ 0.5 519 

Bahamas $ 2.6 2,642 

Barbados $ 3.1 4,897 

Belize $ 0.06 59 

Dominica $ 0.9 1,697 

Grenada $ 0.7 565 

Guyana $ 1.8 2,690 

Jamaica $ 15.1 25,274 

Montserrat - - 

St Kitts/Nevis $ 0.2 191 

St Lucia $ 0.2 140 

St Vincent  $ 0.6 533 

Suriname $ 5.9 7,846 

Trinidad and Tobago $ 14.7 25,254 

Total Imports $ 46.3 72,306 
Data Source: Comtrade Database 
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Table 5.4 Value and Volume of Soybean Oil Imported into Various CARICOM Countries in 2003 
 

Imports of Soybeans 
HS 1201 

(Oil Equivalent) 

Soybean oil crude, whether 
or not degummed [HS 

150710] 

Refined soybean 
oil, not chemically 

modified 
[HS 150790] 

Total Soybean Oil 
Import Trade 

Importer 

Trade 
Value 
(USD 
mn) 

Net  
Weight 
(MT) 

Trade Value 
(USD mn) 

Net Weight 
(MT) 

Trade 
Value 
(USD 
mn) 

Net 
Weight 
(MT) 

Trade 
Value 
(USD 
mn) 

Net 
Weight 
(MT) 

Antigua - - - - 0.4 318 0.4 318 
Bahamas - - 0.0 5 2.3 2,464 2.3 2,469 

Barbados 2.2 4,162 - - 0.6 462 2.8 4,624 
Belize - - 0.0 17 0.0 34 0 51 
Dominica - - - - 0.5 494 0.5 494 

Grenada - - - - 0.6 528 0.6 528 
Guyana - - - 19 1.0 1,322 1 1,341 

Jamaica - - 10.6 19,990 3.2 3,243 13.8 23,233 
Montserrat - - - - - - - - 
Saint 
Kitts/Nevis - - - - 0.2 165 0.2 165 
Saint Lucia - - - - 0.1 132 0.1 132 

Saint Vincent  - - - - 0.6 519 0.6 519 
Suriname - - - - 5.7 7,591 5.7 7,591 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 6.1 11,268 4.9 8,524 2.7 4,231 13.7 24,023 

 Total 8.3 15,427 15.5 28,554 18.0 21,500 41.8 65,485 
Data Source: Comtrade Database 

 

 

5.3.3 Palm Oil Imports  

Table 5.5 sets out the quantity and value of palm oil imported into the Region during 2003. Three 

categories of imports: Palm kernel & babassu oil, fractions, simply refined,  HS 151329;   

Palm kernel & babassu oil, crude HS 151321 and Palm oil or fractions, simply refined HS 

151190. Trinidad and Tobago recorded imports in all three categories while the other countries 

recorded imports only in the latter category. 

 

During 2003, countries in the Region imported an estimated 5,439 tonnes of palm oil valued at 

USD 2.6 mn. The major importers were Jamaica (USD 0.8 mn), Guyana (USD 0.7 mn), Trinidad 

and Tobago (USD 0.5 mn) and Dominica (USD 0.4 mn). 
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Table 5.5: Value and Volume of Palm Oil Imported into Various CARICOM Countries in 2003 
 

Palm oil or fractions, 
simply refined HS 

151190 
Palm kernel & babassu 

oil, crude HS 151321    Total Palm Oil 

Importer  

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 
Net Weight 
(Tonnes) 

Trade Value 
(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 
Antigua 0.1 201 - - 0.1 201 

Bahamas 0.0 5 - - 0 5 

Barbados 0.0 6 - - 0 6 

Belize 0.0 4 - - 0 4 

Dominica 0.4 1181 - - 0.4 1181 

Grenada - - - - 0 0 

Guyana 0.7 1345 - - 0.7 1345 

Jamaica 0.8 1572 - - 0.8 1572 
Saint 
Kitts/Nevis 0.0 20 - - 0 20 

Saint Lucia 0.0 4 - - 0 4 

Suriname 0.1 162 - - 0.1 162 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 0.4 769 0.0 22 0.5 939 

All Importers 2.5 5268 0.0 22 2.6 5439 
Data Source: Comtrade Database 

 

5.3.4 Maize Oil Imports 

Maize oil represents the fourth major oil of significance in the oil trade within CARICOM 

countries. Profiles of the value and volume of maize oil imported in the respective member 

countries is presented in Table 5.6. Maize oil is imported in both crude and refined forms 

primarily as edible oil for direct consumption. 

 

In terms of net weight, major importers were Barbados followed by Jamaica, The Bahamas, and 

Trinidad and Tobago whose imports range from 266 tonnes to 156 tonnes. These import levels 

represent a very small share of the total vegetable oil import trade. 
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Table 5.6: Value and Volume of Maize Oil Imported into Various CARICOM Countries in 2003 
 

Maize Oil, crude  
(HS 151521) 

Maize Oil, fractions, 
refined not chemically 
modified (HS 151529) Total Import  

Importer  
Trade Value 
(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 

Trade 
Value 

(USD mn) 

Net 
Weight 

(Tonnes) 
Bahamas - - 0.2 166 0.2 165.7 

Barbados 0.0 13 0.3 254 0.3 266.4 

Belize - - 0.0 4 0.0 4.4 

Dominica - - 0.0 22 0.0 22.3 

Grenada - - 0.0 1 0.0 0.7 

Guyana - - 0.0 4 0.0 4.4 

Jamaica 0.1 142 0.1 101 0.3 242.8 
Saint 
Kitts/Nevis - - 0.0 4 0.0 3.9 

Saint Lucia - - 0.0 2 0.0 2.0 

Saint Vincent  - - 0.0 9 0.0 8.7 

Suriname - - 0.1 69 0.1 68.7 
Trinidad & 
Tobago 0.0 4 0.1 152 0.1 155.6 

Total 0.2 157.9 0.9 787.8 1.0 945.7 
Data Source: Comtrade Database 
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CARICOM Total Vegetable Oil Imports 
72,306 Tonnes /  $46.3 mn (Excl. Haiti) 

 

Soybean Oilseed 
TT 62,598 T  
($ 15.6 mn) 

Bds 23,121 T 
($ 5.6 mn) 

Oil eqv = $8.3mn 

CARICOM 
Total Palm 
Oil Imports 

5,439 T 
($2.6) 

Total Soybean Oil Imports 
CARICOM 65,485 T 

(USD 41.8 mn) 
 

Consumption 

Country Vol. 
MT 

Value 
USD 
mn 

TT 24023 13.7 
Jam 23233 13.8 
Sur 7591 5.7 
Bds 4624 2.8 
Bah 2469 2.3 
Rest of 
CCOM 3745 3.5 

 

Figure 5.1 Summary of CARICOM Oils and Fat and Coconut Situation 

Soybean Oils 
 

CARICOM 
50,058 T 

($ 33.5 mn) 

Country Vol. 
MT 

Value 
USD 
mn 

TT 939 0.5 
Jam 1572 0.8 
Guy 1345 0.7 
Dom 1181 0.4 
Rest of 
CCOM 402 0.2 

 

CARICOM Total 
Maize Oil Imports 

945.7 T 
($1.0) 

Country Vol. 
MT 

Value 
USD 
mn 

TT 155.6 0.1 
Jam 242.8 0.3 
Bds 266.4 0.3 
Bah 165.7 0.2 
Rest of 
CCOM 115.2 0.1 

 

CARICOM 
Total Coconut Oil 

Imports 
438 T 
($0.6) 

Country Vol. 
MT 

Value 
USD 
mn 

TT 138 0.2 
Jam 227 0.3 
Gre 36 0.1 
Sur 25 <0.1 
Rest of 
CCOM 12 <0.1 

 

CARICOM 
Total Vegetable 

Oil Exports 
 (Soybean Oil 

$2.6 mn) 
(Coconut Oil  

$0.6 mn) 

CARICOM 
Coconut 

Production 
301,000 T 

CARICOM 
 Food & Beverages 
Oil, Fresh Coconut, 

Seeds 

Copra 28,000 T 
Oi1 17,000 T CARICOM 

(Coconut Oil 
438 T / $0.6 mn) 

 

Coconut Oi1 
16,562 T 
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Section 6  

PRICE ANALYSIS 
 

 

6.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

The analysis in this Section examines the prices and price relationships for different types of 

edible vegetable oils: soybean oil, palm oil, Rapseed /Canola and coconut oil. Knowledge of 

relationships would assist in evaluating the competitiveness of the Regional Coconut Industry 

with respect to its ability to compete in the market for edible Oils. We noted earlier in this Report 

that the Industry faces a number of challenges. Given the high degree of substitutability in the 

edible Oil Market and as well the “tainted image” of Coconut Oil, the question remains as to 

whether the Regional Industry could compete in its own market given the openness of the 

Regional market.    

 

 

6.1 WORLD MARKET PRICES FOR VEGETABLE OILS 

 

One of the characteristics of Vegetable Oil market is the fluctuation in prices caused by weather 

conditions affecting productivity and total levels of production. This results in cyclical movement 

in prices in response to fluctuations in the level of production. The other significant characteristic 

of this market is the fact that prices for the various oils move similarly over time, reflecting the 

high degree of substitutability.  

   

The above characteristics of the Vegetable Oil market is reflected in the graphs presented in 

Figure 6.1 which shows the movement in prices for various Oils over the period 1997 to 2005. In 

1997 the price for Soybean oil was USD 536 / tonne, decreasing to USD 335 in 2001 and 

returning to a maximum of USD 633 /  tonne in 2004 (Fig 6.1). Palm oil followed a similar 

fluctuating trend, with prices in 1997 being USD 545 / tonne declining to USD 272 / tonne in 

2001 and increasing to a maximum of USD 488 / tonne in 2004, only to decrease once again to 

USD 421 / tonne in 2005.  
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Coconut oil prices has followed a similar trend as palm and soybean oil, decreasing from USD 

650 in 1997 to USD 324 / tonne in 2001 and coming back to USD 674 / tonne in 2004.  

 

 

 

 

Analysis of the movement in prices reveals a high degree of correlation between the price of 

coconut oil and the other types of Oils. For example, the correlation between the price of Coconut 

oil and soybean oil between 1997 and 2005 was 73 % (Multiple R2 value of 73% when expressed 

as a log-linear relationship (see Fig 6.2). In the case of Coconut oil and Palm Oil, the degree of 

correlation was much higher at 85 % (R2 = 85%) as presented in Fig 6.3. 

 

The results of the simple econometric analysis showing such a high degree of correlation between 

the price of coconut oil and the other major types of oil is as a result of the high degree of 

substitutability that exists between them. It is hypothesized that although a small volume of 

coconut enters world trade, the international market prices serve as a benchmark to domestic 

producers in the respective countries. This type of market behavior may serve to inform 

development and research into other attributes and products derived from Coconut Oil. Efforts at 

product differentiation and product diversification may be examined in this regard as a step 

towards improving the returns and profitability of the coconut industry.  

Figure 6.1: International Vegetable Oil Prices  ex. Rotterdam  
(1997-2005) USD/Tonne 

(Data Source: Food Outlook, FAO & Oil World Commodity Notes) 
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Figure 6.2: Scatter Plot Showing the Relationship Between Coconut 
Oil and Soybean Oil (1997 - 2005)

y = 543.48Ln(x) - 2792.6
R 2  = 0.7316
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Figure 6.3: Scatter Plot Showing Relationhsip Between Coconut and 
Palm Oil (1997 - 2005)

y = 1.2065x + 32.337
R 2  = 0.8529
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6.2 COCONUT OIL PRICE TRENDS 

 

Examination of the prices of coconut oil over the period 1986 to 2005 shows that the commodity 

achieved a maximum price of USD 763 / tonne in 1998/99 and a minimum price of USD 324 / 

tonne in 2001 (see Figure 6.4). Over the period the average price was USD 557 / tonne with a 

standard deviation of USD 135 / tonne.   

 

Generally, prices over the period have shown a fluctuating, yet increasing trend. Within recent 

years, prices have increased from a minimum in 2001 to a maximum in 2004. The buoyancy in 

the market reflects the increasing demand for edible Oils in China and India.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.4: Coconut Oil Prices in the Philippines ex. Rotterdam 
(1986-2005) USD/Tonne (Data Source: Food Market Exchange & Oil World)  
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Section 7 

REGULATIONS IMPACTING ON THE COCONUT INDUSTRY 

 

 

7.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

The major tradable component of the coconut industry remains its vegetable oil. While 

differentiation may exist in the edible oil segment, its use in the oleo chemical industry remains 

undifferentiated as coconut oil can be perfectly substituted by other major traded vegetable oils. 

In addition, our research observed great interest in the use of coconut in the food and beverage 

industry and more recently, interest in the potential use of coconut for conversion into biofuel. 

Some countries also export coconut seeds for ornamental uses. Thus, in this section of the report, 

the major regulations that impact or have potential impact with respect to trade on various 

products of the coconut industry are presented. 

 

7.1 THE CARICOM OILS AND FATS AGREEMENT 

 

CARICOM has been using the Oils and Fats Agreement as a mechanism to influence trade and 

agricultural development of this industry. The Agreement seeks to regulate intra-regional trade 

via certain buy-and-sell accords at fixed prices resulting from shortages or surpluses within 

CARICOM15. The agreement is outlined in Schedule III of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas 

and has been in place since 1963, between the Governments of Barbados, British Guiana, 

Dominica, Grenada, *Montserrat, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Trinidad and Tobago. (*The 

Government of Montserrat withdrew from the Agreement on 31st December, 1963). 

  

The initial agreement sought to encourage expansion / extension of the coconut industry by 

providing a reasonable and stable return to growers while having regard to the world price of 

copra. The objective is to encourage utilization and consumption of all the copra and raw oil 

produced in the Region. Utilization includes the manufacture of oils and fats, thereby assisting in 

the development of secondary industries. 
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From inception, the 'oils and fats' arrangement meant -(i) coconut in all forms, including coconut 

seedlings and copra(ii) cotton seed; (iii) oils and fats derived from coconut, copra and cotton 

seed, and includes substitutes but not ancillaries. ‘Raw materials' meant copra, raw coconut oil or 

unrefined cotton seed oil. Further, ‘substitute' meant any oil or fat however derived which is put 

to similar use as, and is in commercial competition with, oils and fats as defined above.  

 

Governments at that time could have approved manufacturers request to import without the 

sanction of the Secretariat from outside CARICOM sunflower oil, soya bean oil, cotton seed oil, 

rape-seed oil, and groundnut oil when they are satisfied that the oils are to be used solely as 

ancillaries in the manufacture of special high grade products. This importation should not exceed 

10% of the previous year’s utilization in the manufacture of lard and margarine. Permits were 

also granted for the importation of special substitute high-grade oils and fats essential for the 

manufacture of processed products such as paints and pharmaceuticals. Coconut oils and fats are 

technically unsuitable. 

 

CARICOM countries were required to inform the Secretariat not later than the 31st day of March 

and repeat not later than the 30th day of September of every year, of their respective estimated 

production, requirements and export availability of raw materials for the ensuing period of July to 

December and January to June respectively, to facilitate the process of quota and allocation. 

 

Where oils and fats are imported at prices less than those prevailing in the Regional markets, 

Governments have the authority to implement measures to prevent adverse effects on the local 

copra industry. They may impose duties to increase costs associated with the use of such imports. 

Further, the CARICOM Secretariat was required to convene a conference with the Committee of 

Buyers and Sellers in January of every year to decide on: (i) the relevant export prices for the 

following period; (ii) review the working of the Agreement; and (iii) address other related 

matters16. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 

15 Source: MARKET INTEGRATION MECHANISMS http://www.country-data.com/frd/cs/guyana/gy_appnc.html   

 
16 OILS & FATS AGREEMENT 1966-1969 between The Governments of BARBADOS, DOMINICA, GRENADA, GUYANA, 
ST. LUCIA, ST. VINCENT, and TRINIDAD & TOBAGO  
http://www.caricom.org/jsp/secretariat/legal_instruments/agreement_oilsandfats1966_1969.jsp?menu=secretariat   
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Schedule III Part III, Item 18 states that “Member States shall apply the rate of duty set by 

COTED on all imported oils, fats and their substitutes. In the event of insufficient supply, waivers 

may be granted to the Common External Tariff (CET) in accordance with Article 72 of the 

Treaty. Member states should use automatic licences to monitor imports. However, member 

states should use non-automatic licences to regulate or restrict the imports of oils and fats except 

where injury is being caused from an increase in imports consigned from other member states 

thereby causing loss of market share for the domestic product17. 

 

 

7.2 THE CARICOM CET FOR OIL SEEDS, OILS AND FATS 

 

Imports of soybeans into Trinidad and Tobago from extra-regional sources are allowed duty free 

entry. However, in the case of vegetable oils including oils from soybean, the CET rate of 40% 

applies to imports from non-CARICOM countries. Jamaica and Guyana have adopted a 40% CET 

for imports of vegetable oils (2001 data), however in the case of Barbados, a CET of 194% 

applied to imports of soybean oil and 40% for other vegetable oils in 2001.  

 

7.3 PESTICIDES: HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY – US & CANADA 
 
Pesticide Residue 

The EPA has also established pesticide residue limits or tolerance, listed in parts per mn (PPM). 

The Federal Tolerance Citation for these found in the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 

the official record of all Federal Regulatory standards18. The MRL list for pesticides allowed for 

use in coconut, copra post harvest operations for the USA is presented in Table 7.1. 

 

Table 7.1: MRL's for Coconut: Maximum Residue Level – Pesticides (USA) US EPA Pesticides 
Health and Safety 

Chemical Name Crop Use Stipulation 
MRL in 

PPM 

                                                 
17 REVISED TREATY OF CHAGUARAMAS ESTABLISHING THE CARI BBEAN COMMUNITY INCLUDING THE 
CARICOM SINGLE  MARKET AND ECONOMY. SCHEDULE III DE VELOPMENT OF THE OILS AND FATS SUB-
SECTOR Source: SICE Trade Information System. http://www.sice.oas.org/trade/caricom/caric8b.asp  
 

 
18 The internet address is: < http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/regulating/cfr.htm >.  
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Ethylene Oxide Coconut, Copra (Post Harvest) 50 

Ethylene Oxide Coconut, Copra (Post Harvest) 50 

Glyphosate Coconut 0.1 

Methyl Bromide Coconut, Copra (Post Harvest) 100 

Piperonyl Butoxide Coconut, Copra (Post Harvest) 8 
 Invasive species 

The USA seeks to prevent entry of actionable pests into its borders. Where such pests are 

observed, either treatment will be required to destroy the pest or entry will be refused. Fresh 

coconuts are allowed entry into the USA from Barbados, Jamaica, St Lucia and St Vincent. 

Coconut seeds are allowed entry from only Jamaica.   

 

Pesticide Residue-Canada 

The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) of Health Canada has the mandate to 

protect human health and the environment by minimizing the risks associated with pest control 

products, while enabling access to pest management tools, namely, these products and sustainable 

pest management strategies19. Under the Food and Drugs Act, it is prohibited to sell food 

containing residues of pest control products at a level greater than 0.1 ppm unless a higher 

MRL has been established20. This measure has been put in place to prevent residues in or on the 

imported food from posing an unacceptable health risk. If residues exceeding an MRL are found, 

the food is considered adulterated and is prohibited under the FDA from sale in Canada.  

 

7.4 THE EUROPEAN UNION:  REGULATORY MARKET ACCESS 
REQUIREMENTS  

 
The EU has a set of regulations that can impact on most aspects of the coconut industry. They 

relate to health and food safety and other regulations such as those related to packaging, waste, 

recycling and labour laws. In this regard, entrepreneurs who wish to enter this market should give 

cognizance to the regulations governing market entry. Some of the major regulations are briefly 

highlighted below: 

                                                 
19 The Agency’s web site at www.hc-sc.gc.ca/pmra-arla/ contains all of the publications issued by the PMRA and a wide range of 
information and data useful to the general public and industry. The PMRA also operates a toll-free information line to answer pest 
management related inquiries. The MRL is listed at http://www.pmra-arla.gc.ca/english/legis/maxres-e.html  
 
20 (Source: Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides < http://www.pmra-arla.gc.ca/english/legis/maxres-

e.html > ) 
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(i) The European Union’s Council Directive 79/117/EEC dated 21 December 1978 has 

published a list of active substances which are banned. These include a range of 

heavy metal compounds and pesticides and should therefore not be used in the 

production of coconuts21.  

(ii)  The EU coordinates a programme establishing Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) for 

an estimated 600 active substances and many crops/foodstuffs.  

(iii)  The application of hazard analysis and critical control point (HACCP) principles 

would apply to the production of coconut products for the food and beverage 

industry. 

(iv) There are concerns that Active and Intelligent packaging and materials do not 

cause unacceptable changes in the composition of the food or in its organoleptic 

characteristics22. 

(v) The EU has developed a positive list of substances authorized for food contact and 

has been examining the management of packaging and packaging waste as it relates 

to disposal effort and environmental protection23. 

 

It is clear that waste generation is becoming a serious problem throughout the world and 

moreso in the developed countries. Therefore, exporters must take cognizance of this and 

                                                 
21 Banned and Non-Authorised Pesticides in the United Kingdom Pesticide Source: Safety Directorate 
http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/approvals.asp?id=55 (The Pesticides Safety Directorate (PSD) is an 
Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) of the UK) 
22 Materials and Articles Intended to come into contact with Food  
Reference Source: Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on materials and 
articles intended to come into contact with food Brussels,  7.11.2003. COM(2003) 689 final 2003/0272 (COD). 
http://www.freshquality.org/files/Active%20packaging.pdf 
 
23 Targets: 

·  no later than 30 June 2001 between 50 and 65 % by weight of packaging waste will be recovered or incinerated at waste 
incineration plants with energy recovery;  

·  no later than 31 December 2008 60 % as a minimum by weight of packaging waste will be recovered or incinerated at 
waste incineration plants with energy recovery;  

·  no later than 30 June 2001 between 25 and 45 % by weight of the totality of packaging materials contained in packaging 
waste will be recycled (with a minimum of 15 % by weight for each packaging material);  

·  no later than 31 December 2008 between 55 and 80 % by weight of packaging waste will be recycled;  

·  no later than 31 December 2008 the following recycling targets for materials contained in packaging waste must be 
attained: 60 % by weight for glass, 60 % by weight for paper and board, 50 % by weight for metals, 22.5 % by weight for 
plastics and 15 % by weight for wood.  

No later than 31 December 2007, the European Parliament and the Council, acting on a proposal from the Commission, will fix targets 
for 2009--2014. 
 Source: DIRECTIVE 2004/12/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 February 2004 
amending Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l21207.htm  
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observe the legislative guidelines of countries as it relates to waste management. It is also 

important to note that disposal of packaging waste be seen as part of the transaction cost 

of doing business. Failure to address the waste disposal issues can lead to difficulties in 

entering new markets as well as inability to sustain ones market share.  
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ANNEXES 

 
 

 
Annex Table 1: USA Exports of Soybean Oil to various CARICOM Countries 

2002 2003 2004 2002/04 av 

Country   Quality 
Quantity 

(Mt) 
Value 

($1000) 
Quantity 

(Mt) 
Value 

($1000) 
Quantity 

(Mt) 
Value 

($1000) 
Quantity 

(Mt) 
Value 

($1000) 
Jamaica crude 20597.3 8834 18399.5 9813 9136.2 5376 16044 8008 
 refine 1301.2 795 51.1 43 198.6 223 517 354 
Barbados crude 4.7 5 0 0 245.1 208 83 71 
 refine 26.9 23 10 9 46.4 47 28 26 
Belize crude 0 0 14.6 11 0 0 5 4 
 refine 27.4 23 33.5 31 17.9 19 26 24 
Guyana crude 0 0 18.8 13 0 0 6 4 
 refine 321 221 162.8 140 228.7 208 238 190 
Antigua crude 24.1 15 0 0 0 0 8 5 
 refine 16.6 11 55.6 41 84.2 88 52 47 
Dominica crude 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 refine 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 
St Lucia crude 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 refine 26.8 19 40.8 33 31.4 31 33 28 
St Vincent crude       0 0 
 refine 5.1 4 44 42 14.4 15 21 20 
Suriname crude 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 refine 32.9 20 14.2 12 0 0 16 11 
Trinidad & 
Tobago crude 5.4 4 4499.6 2830 369.9 190 1625 1008 
 refine 595.4 398 357.9 277 664.6 582 539 419 
            TOTAL Crude 20631.5 8858 22932.5 12667 9751.2 5774 17772 9100 

TOTAL  Refine 2353.3 1514 769.9 628 1286.2 1213 1470 1118 
Data Source: United States Department of Agriculture 
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Annex Table 2: Imports of Palm Oil by Country of Origin, Destination, value and volume 2002-2004 

Period 
Country of 

Origin Destination 
 Value 
(USD) 

Volume 
(kg)   Period 

Country of 
Origin Destination 

 Value 
(USD) 

Volume 
(kg) 

2002 EU-25 
Antigua and 

Barbuda $482 0  2002 Malaysia Jamaica $23,178 41,000 

2002 EU-25 Guyana $137,954 0  2002 Malaysia Suriname $25,590 54,000 

2003 EU-25 Bahamas $4,152 0  2002 Malaysia 
Trinidad 

and Tobago $42,879 95,000 

2003 EU-25 Belize $3,518 0  2003 Malaysia 

Antigua 
and 

Barbuda $103,605 201,000 

2003 EU-25 Guyana $386,780 0  2003 Malaysia Guyana $332,644 633,000 

2003 EU-25 Suriname $5,939 0  2003 Malaysia Jamaica $21,554 38,000 

2002 USA Jamaica $518,375 767,788  2003 Malaysia Suriname $69,845 131,000 

2002 USA Jamaica $51,750 53,351  2003 Malaysia 
Trinidad 

and Tobago $349,050 626,000 

2003 USA Barbados $3,528 6,000  2004 Malaysia Guyana $391,426 634,000 

2003 USA Jamaica $524,204 1,101,374  2004 Malaysia Jamaica $164,485 268,000 

2003 USA Jamaica $162,750 332,312  2004 Malaysia Suriname $179,558 295,000 

2003 USA 
Saint Kitts 
and Nevis $9,250 11,312  2004 Malaysia 

Trinidad 
and Tobago $672,824 1,110,000 

2004 USA Jamaica $1,857,352 3,143,312  2002 Netherlands Guyana $137,953 270,625 

2004 USA Jamaica $653,498 900,000  2003 Netherlands Belize $3,395 3,875 

2004 USA 
Saint Kitts 
and Nevis $50,100 58,742  2003 Netherlands Guyana $387,110 712,187 

2003 Canada 
Trinidad and 

Tobago $3,697 12,937  2003 Netherlands Suriname $5,659 10,187 

2004 Canada Suriname $1,385 4,500  2002 Norway 
Saint Kitts 
and Nevis $4,582 4,500 

2004 Canada 
Trinidad and 

Tobago $4,700 15,250  2003 Norway 
Saint Kitts 
and Nevis $9,424 8,500 

2002 Colombia Guyana $95,046 202,968  2003 Italy Bahamas $4,156 4,500 

2002 Colombia 
Trinidad and 

Tobago $111,878 272,812  2004 Italy Bahamas $5,595 6,375 

2003 Colombia Dominica $425,144 1,181,000  2002 Germany 

Antigua 
and 

Barbuda $910 97 

2003 Colombia Jamaica $44,000 100,000  2004 Germany 

Antigua 
and 

Barbuda $1,000 97 

2003 Colombia 
Trinidad and 

Tobago $67,977 119,136  2004 Germany 
Trinidad 

and Tobago $8,000 4,000 

2004 Colombia 
Trinidad and 

Tobago $940,829 1,482,312  2004 Costa Rica Jamaica $785 953 

Copyright © United Nations, 2005 

UNSD Comtrade Database 
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Table A 3: Trinidad and Tobago CET for Oil Seeds, Oils and Fats - 2002 
Value 

Tariff Line 
Level Description 

MFN STATUTORY 
(LEGAL/AUTONOM

OUS) DUTY 
1201001000 "For sowing, soya beans, whether or not broken" 0 
1201009010 "Soya beans, not for sowing & processed naturally (for human cons.)-" 0 

1201009020 
"Soya beans, not for sowing & not processed nat.,whether/not for human 
cons" 0 

1203000000 Copra 40 
1205009000 "Other, rape or colza seeds, whether or not broken" 0 
1206009000 "Other, sunflower seeds, whether or not broken" 0 
1207109000 Other palm nuts and kernels 0 
1208100010 Flour of soya beans - 15 
1208100020 Meals of soya beans - 15 
1208901010 Flour of ground nuts - 0 
1208901020 Meals of ground nuts - 0 
1208902010 Flours of copra - 15 
1208902020 Meal of copra - 15 
1208903000 Flours & meal of palm nuts or kernels 0 
1501001000 Lard 0 
1501009000 Other pig fat (including lard) & poultry fat - heading no.0209.00/15.03 0 
1502001010 Tallow - re act 37/89 sch. 2. Item 3 - 0 
1502001020 "Tallow - edible, other -" 0 
1502009010 "Fats of bovine animals, sheep or goats, n.e.s. - edible -" 0 
1502009020 "Fats of bovine animals, sheep or goats, n.e.s. - inedible -" 0 
1503001000 Tallow oil 40 
1503009000 "Other lard stearin, lard oil, oleostearin, oleo-oil and tallow oil........" 40 
1504100000 Fish-liver oils and their fractions 0 
1504200000 "Fats and oils and their fractions, of fish, other than liver oils" 0 
1504300000 "Fats and oils and their fractions, of marine mammals" 0 
1505100000 "Wool grase, crude" 0 
1505900000 Other wool grease and fatty substances derived therefrom (incld. Lanolin) 0 
1506000000 Other animal fats & oils & their fractions whether or not refined 0 
1507100000 "Crude oil, whether or not degummed" - soybean 40 
1507900000 "Other soy-bean oil and its fractions, whether/not refined, but not chem..." 40 
1508100000 Crude oil 40 
1508900000 "Other ground-nut oil and its fractions, whether or not refined but not ..." 40 
1509100010 "Virgin olive oil, edible -" 40 
1509100020 "Virgin olive oil, inedible -" 40 
1509900000 "Other olive oil and its fractions, whether or not refined, but not chem..." 40 
1510001000 Crude oil 40 
1510009000 "Other oils and their fractions, obtained solely from olives ....." 40 
1511100000 Crude oil – palm  40 
1511901000 Palm stearin 0 
1511909000 "Other palm oil and its fractions, whether or not refined," 40 
1512110000 Crude oil 40 
1512190000 "Other sunflower-seed, or safflower oil and fractions thereof" 40 
1512210000 "Crude oil, whether or not gossypol has been removed" 40 
1512290000 Other cotton-seed oil and its fractions 40 
1513110000 Crude oil of coconut (copra) and its fractions 40 
1513190000 "Other coconut (copra), oil and its fractions" 40 
1513210000 Crude oil of palm kernel or babassu oil and its fractions 40 
1513290000 Other palm kernel or babassu oil and fractions thereof 40 
1514100000 "Crude oil of rape, colza or mustard oil and fractions thereof" 40 
1514900000 "Other rape, colza or mustard oil and fractions thereof whether/not refined" 40 
1515110000 Crude oil of linseed and its fractions 0 
1515190000 Other linseed oil and its fractions 40 
1515210000 Crude oil of maize (corn) and its fractions 40 
1515290000 Other maize (corn) oil and its fractions 40 
1515300000 Castor oil and its fractions 0 
1515400000 Tung oil and its fractions 0 
1515500000 Sesame oil and its fractions 40 
1515600000 Jojoba oil and its fractions 0 
1515900000 Other fixed vegetable fats and oils (incld. Jojoba oil) 40 
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1516101000 Fish fats and oils and their fractions 40 
1516109000 Other animal fats and oils and their fractions 40 
1516200000 Vegetable fats and oils and their fractions 40 
1517100000 "Margarine, excluding liquid margarine" 20 
1517901000 Imitation lard and lard substitutues (shortening) 20 
1517909010 Liquid margarine (other) - 20 
1517909020 Other edible mixtures/preparations of fats & oils nes.edible/inedible-vat 20 
1518000000 Animal or vegetable fats & oils and their fractions boil oxidised 0 
1520000000 "Glycerol, crude; glycerol waters and glycerol lyes" 0 
1521100000 Vegetable waxes 0 
1521900000 "Other vegetable waxes (other than triglycerides), beeswax, other insect .." 0 
1522000000 "Degras residues, resulting fr. The treatment of fatty substances" 5 

Data Source: Hemispheric Database 
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Table A4: Jamaica CET for Oil Seeds, Oils and Fats - 2001 

Tariff Line Level  Description  

Value  
MFN STATUTORY 

(LEGAL/AUTONOMOUS
) DUTY  

1501001000  Lard  0 

1501009000  Other  0 

1502001000  Tallow  0 

1502009000  Other  0 

1503001000  Tallow oil  40 

1503009000  Other  40 

1504100000  Fish-liver oils and their fractions  0 

1504200000  Fats and oils and their fractions, of fi  0 

1504300000  Fats and oils and their fractions, of ma  0 

1505100000  Wool grease, crude  0 

1505900000  Other  0 

1506000000  Other animal fats and oils and theirfrac  0 

1507100000  Crude oil, whether or not degummed  - soybean 40 

1507900000  Other  40 

1508100000  Crude oil  40 

1508900000  Other  40 

1509100000  Virgin  40 

1509900000  Other  40 

1510001000  Crude oil  40 

1510009000  Other  40 

1511100000  Crude oil  - Palm Oil 40 

1511901000  Palm stearin  0 

1511909000  Other  40 

1512110000  Crude oil  40 

1512190000  Other  40 

1512210000  Crude oil, whether or not gossypol has  40 
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1512290000  Other  40 

1513110000  Crude Oil - copra 40 

1513190000  Other  40 

1513210000  Crude oil  40 

1513290000  Other  40 

1514100000  Crude oil  40 

1514900000  Other  40 

1515110000  Crude oil - maize 0 

1515190000  Other  40 

1515210000  Crude oil  40 

1515290000  Other  40 

1515300000  Castor oil and its fractions  0 

1515400000  Tung oil and its fractions  0 

1515500000  Sesame oil and its fractions  40 

1515600000  Jojoba oil and its fractions  0 

1515900000  Other  40 

1516101000  Fish fats and oils and their fractions  40 

1516109000  Other  40 

1516200000  Vegetable fats and oils and their fracti  40 

1517100000  Margarine, excluding liquid margarine  20 

1517901000  Imitation lard and lard substitutes (sho  20 

1517909000  Other  20 

1518000000  Animal or vegetable fats and oils and th  0 

1520000000  Glycerol, crude; glycerol waters and gly  0 

Data Source: Hemispheric Database 
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Annex Table  A 5: Coconuts - Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the USA (2005) 

Rates Of Duty 
1 

Chapter Heading/ Sub 
Heading 

Article Description 

General Special 
2 
MFN 

Chapter 8: Edible Fruit and 
Nuts; Peel of Citrus Fruit or 
Melons 

0801 Coconuts, Brazil Nuts and 
Cashew Nuts, fresh or 
dried, whether or not 
shelled or peeled: 
Coconuts: 

   

 0801. 11. 00 Desiccated Free - 7.7 
cents/kg 

 0801. 19. 00. 20 Other: In Shell Free - 7.7 
cents/kg 

 0801. 19. 00. 40 Other: Shelled Free - 7.7 
cents/kg 

 0811.90.30.00 Coconut meat Free - 4.9 
cents/kg 

Chapter 12: Oil Seeds and 
Oligeanous Fruits, Misc. 
Grains, Seeds and Fruits….. 

1203.00.00 Copra Free - Free 

 1209.99.20 Seeds, fruits and spores 
…used for sowing Other. 
Tree or shrub 

Free - 17.6 cents / 
kg 

Chapter 15: Animal and 
Vegetable Fats and Oils… 

1513 Coconut (copra), palm oil 
or babassu oil, and fractions 
thereof, whether or not 
refined, but not chemically 
modified: Coconut (copra) 
oil and its fractions: 

   

 1513.11.00 Crude Oil Free - 4.4 cent/kg 
 1513.19.00 Other Free - 4.4 cnts/kg 
  Other - - - 
Chapter 20 2008.19.15 Fruit, nuts and other edible 

parts of plants, otherwise 
prepared or preserved, 
whether or not containing 
added sugar or other 
sweetening matter…. 

1% Free (A, 
AU, 
CA, E, 
IL, J, 
JO, 
MX, 
SG) 

20% 

Chapter 23: Residues and waste 
from Food Industries, Prepared 
animal feed 

2306.50.00 Oilcake and other solid 
residues….. 
Of coconut or copra 

0.45 
cents/kg 

Free (A, 
AU, 
CA, 
CL, E, 
IL, JO, 
J, MX, 
SG) 

35% 

 
(Source: Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (2005) 
http://hotdocs.usitc.gov/docs/tata/hts/bychapter/0500C07.pdf  
 

(*) (A – Beneficiary developing country; A+ LDC beneficiary country; , CA – Goods of Canada; D – African Growth and 
Opportunity Act;  E- CBERA eligibility , IL – US/Is rael Free Trade Area;  J – Andean Trade Preference Act; MX – Goods of 
mexico;  JO – USA/Jordan Free Trade Area Implementation Act; AU – US/Australia Free trade Agreement; US/Chile Free 
Trade Agreement, SG – US Singapore Free Trade Agreement) 
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Table A 6: Guyana CET for Oil Seeds, Oils and Fats - 2001 

Tariff Line Level  Description  

Value  
MFN STATUTORY 

(LEGAL/AUTONOMOUS) 
DUTY  

1501001000  Lard  5  

1501009000  Other  5  

1502001000  Tallow  5  

1502009000  Other  5  

1503001000  Tallow oil  40  

1503009000  Other  40  

1504100000  Fish-liver oils and their fractions  5  

1504200000  Fats and oils and their fractions, of fish, other than liver oils  5  

1504300000  Fats and oils and their fractions, of marine mammals  5  

1505100000  Wool grease, crude  5  

1505900000  Other  5  

1506000000  Other animal fats and oils and their fractions, whether or not refined, 
but not chemically modified.  

5  

1507100000  Crude oil, whether or not degummed  40  

1507900000  Other  40  

1508100000  Crude oil  40  

1508900000  Other  40  

1509100000  Virgin  40  

1509900000  Other  40  

1510001000  Crude oil  40  

1510009000  Other  40  

1511100000  Crude oil  40  

1511901000  Palm stearin  5  

1511909000  Other  40  

1512110000  Crude oil  40  

1512190000  Other  40  

1512210000  Crude oil, whether or not gossypol has been removed  40  
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1512290000  Other  40  

1513110000  Crude Oil  40  

1513190000  Other  40  

1513210000  Crude oil  40  

1513290000  Other  40  

1514100000  Crude oil  40  

1514900000  Other  40  

1515110000  Crude oil  5  

1515190000  Other  40  

1515210000  Crude oil  40  

1515290000  Other  40  

1515300000  Castor oil and its fractions  5  

1515400000  Tung oil and its fractions  5  

1515500000  Sesame oil and its fractions  40  

1515600000  Jojoba oil and its fractions  5  

1515900000  Other  40  

1516101000  Fish fats and oils and their fractions  40  

1516109000  Other  40  

1516200000  Vegetable fats and oils and their fractions  40  

1517100000  Margarine, excluding liquid margarine  20  

1517901000  Imitation lard and lard substitutes (shortening)  20  

1517909000  Other  20  

1520000000  Glycerol, crude; glycerol waters and glycerol lyes.  5  

Data Source: Hemispheric Database 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                       - 67 - 
 

CARICOM Regional Transformation Programme for Agriculture: Competitiveness of Coconut 

 
Table A 7:  Barbados CET for Oil Seeds, Oils and Fats - 2001 

Tariff line level Description Tariff Value 
1201009000 Other, soya beans, whether or not broken 5 
1202100000 Ground nuts in shell 40 

1202209000 
Other, ground nuts, not roasted or otherwise cooked whether or not 
shelled 40 

1203000000 Copra 40 
1204009000 Other, linseed, whether or not broken 5 
1205009000 Other, rape or colza seeds, whether or not broken 5 
1206009000 Other, sunflower seeds, whether or not broken 5 
1207109000 Other palm nuts and kernels 5 
1207209000 Other cotton seeds 5 
1207309000 Other caster oil seeds 5 
1207409000 Other sesamum seeds 5 
1207500000 Mustard seeds 5 
1207609000 Other safflower seeds 5 
1207910000 Poppy seeds 5 
1207920000 Shea nuts (karite nuts) 5 
1207999000 Other oil seeds & leaginous fruit whether or not broken 5 
1208100000 Flour & meals of soya beans 15 
1208902000 Flours & meal of copra 15 
1501001000 Lard 5 
1501009000 Other pig fat (including lard) & poultry fat - heading no.0209.00/15.03 5 
1502001000 Tallow 5 
1502009000 Other fats of bovine animals, sheep or goats, other than heading no. 15.03 5 
1503001000 Tallow oil 5 
1503009000 Other lard stearin, lard oil, oleostearin, oleo-oil and tallow oil........ 5 
1504100000 Fish-liver oils and their fractions 5 
1504200000 Fats and oils and their fractions, of fish, other than liver oils 5 
1504300000 Fats and oils and their fractions, of marine mammals 5 
1505100000 Wool grase, crude 5 
1505900000 Other wool grease and fatty substances derived thereform (incld. Lanolin) 5 
1506000000 Other animal fats & oils & their fractions whether or not refined 5 
1507100000 Crude oil, whether or not degummed -  soy-bean oil 194 
1507900000 Other soy-bean oil and its fractions, whether/not refined, but not chem... 194 
1508100000 Crude oil 40 
1508900000 Other ground-nut oil and its fractions, whether or not refined but not ... 40 
1509100000 Virgin 40 
1509900000 Other olive oil and its fractions, whether or not refined, but not chem... 40 
1510001000 Crude oil 40 
1510009000 Other other oils and their fractions, obtained solely from olives, 40 
1511100000 Crude oil - Palm 40 
1511901000 Palm stearin 40 
1511909000 Other other palm oil and its fractions, whether or not refined, 40 
1512110000 Crude oil 40 
1512190000 Other sunflower-seed, or safflower oil and fractions thereof 40 
1512210000 Crude oil, whether or not gossypol has been removed 40 
1512290000 Other cotton-seed oil and its fractions 40 
1513110000 Crude oil coconut (copra), 40 
1513190000 Other coconut (copra), oil and its fractions 40 
1513210000 Crude oil of coconut (copra oil) oil and its fractions 40 
1513290000 Other palm kernel or babassu oil and fractions thereof 40 
1514100000 Crude oil of palm kernel or babassu oil and fractions thereof 40 
1514900000 Other rape, colza or mustard oil and fractions thereof whether/not refined 40 
1515110000 Crude oil - maize 5 
1515190000 Other linseed oil and its fractions 40 
1515210000 Crude oil 40 
1515290000 Other maize (corn) oil and its fractions 40 
1515300000 Castor oil and its fractions 5 
1515400000 Tung oil and its fractions 5 
1515500000 Sesame oil and its fractions 40 
1515600000 Jojoba oil and its fractions 5 
1515900000 Other other fixed vegetable fats and oils (incld. Jojoba oil) 40 
1516101000 Fish fats and ooils and their fractions 40 
1516109000 Other animal fats and oils and their fractions 40 
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1516200000 Vegetable fats and oils and their fractions 40 
1517100000 Margarine, excluding liquid margarine 20 
1517901000 Imitation lard and lard substitutues (shortening) 20 
1517909000 Other margarine; edible mixtures or preparations of animals or vegetable.. 20 
1518000000 Animal or vegetable fats & oils and their fractions boil oxidised 5 
1520000000 Glycerol, crude; glycerol waters and glycerol lyes 5 
1521100000 Vegetable waxes 5 
1521900000 Other vegetable waxes (other than triglycerides), beeswax, other insect .. 5 
1522000000 Degras residues, resulting fr. The treatment of fatty substances 5 

Data Source: Hemispheric Database 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


